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Panltin: NUdea^iMBme talks on course 

TEL AVIV (R) — r Sovict Foidgo Minister Boris Pankin said Tuesday 
that potincaJ upheaval, in the Sonet Union would not change Moscow’s 
plans toavsponsor a Middle East peace conference set for October. “We 
will be goingin-tbc same direction as previously,” Mr. Pankin said of joint 
U.S.-Soviet plans for peace talks between Israel and the Arabs in an 


interview with .Israel Radio. Tbesday> edition of die newspaper Davar 
c sotod bfr. Pankm as xaying: “I hope to leave soon for a visit to the 
Mid dle E a s t and feed as planned, possibly even before October. There a 
no reason why the conference won't' take place in October.” U.S. 
President George Bush said 00 Monday that the timetable for a peace, 
conference was uncertain, brad has demanded the Soviet Union restore 
fhO cBpfonatic rotations with it before the peace conference opens. 
Moscow severed ties alter the 1967 war but has since upgraded relations to 
the consular level. U.S. Secretary bf State James Baker is expected to 
return to the Mkktte East later this month to finalise plans for the 
conference. 



Parliament to be adjourned Sept* 5 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Upper House of Partiamem (Senate) 
Ahmad Lawn Tuesday chaired a meeting of the Senate attended by Prime 
Minister Taber Maori and cabinet ministers. Pari lament Secretary- 
General Saleh Zu"bi read out a Royal Decree adjourning the parliament’s 
extraordinary session as of Sept. S. The Senate approved the decision of 
the Higher Council for the Interpretation of the Constitution on the 
defence law and the amendments thereof by the Lower House. The 
Senate referred the draft state security court law to the Legal Committee 
for debate and discussed the Financial Committee's decision on the 
provisional revised income tax law for the year 1989. Mr. Zu*bi read out 
the loner of the Lower House speaker in which he expressed the House’s 
endorsement of the Higher Court of Justice Law as referred to it by the 
Upper House. The Senate decided to lurid a session Wenesday to discuss 
other pending issues on the house's agenda. 
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House refers press 

law to committee . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower. 
House ofFUriiaineiit held a meet- 
ing Wednesday under the chair- 
manship of Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat in the presence of Prime 
Minister Taber Masri. The House 
referred a draft law on press and 
publications and a Zarqa uni- 
versity draft law to the Legal 
Committee and discussed the 
Financial Committee's resolu- 
tions mi a supply law. The House 
approved sax articles of die supply 
law and postponed debate on the 
rest. The House also approved a 
fiscal budget ap pe ndix and a draft 
law on charing resp on sibility as a 
result of lifting the martial law. 
The House decided to hold a 
meeting Wednesday- morning.- ' 

Sheikh Jaber visits 
S. Arabia 

BAHRAIN ( AP) — The emir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
A1 Sabah, arrived in die Saudi 
Arabian summ er capital' of Jed- 
dah on Tnesdayfoir talks with 
King Fahd, the Gulf News Agen- 
cy reported. The surprise trip of 
Sheikh Jaber is his first since he 
returned to Kuwait in March 
. when be was reinstated as ruler of 
die emirate after U.S.-led Opera- 
tion, Desert Storm ended seven 
months of. Iraqi occupation. 
Sheikh Jaber had spent the seven- 
months in exile in Saudi Arabia. 
Arab diplomats expected the 
issue of security in the region to 
top the agenda of Sheikh Jaber*s 
talks with King Fahd. The 
Kuwaiti government is preparing 
to sign bilateral military accords 
with the United States, and poss- 
ibly Britain, to ensure continued 
U.S. military sup p ort (see page 
2 ). 

Turk convicted of 
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ANKARA (AP) — A nrifitary 
court convicted a Turk on Tues- 
day of spying, for Iraq during die 
Gulf crisis, and sentenced him to 
12 Vi yean in jafl. The general 
staff court ruled that Necati 
Oyan, a 54-year-old restaurant 
jss: cashier In the Mediterranean port 
:r? of Mersin, had supplied informa- 
tion to Iraqi intdfigence in return 
■ r,> for money. Mr. Oyan had confes- 
sed that he bad been hired into 
spying fbr Iraq fbr $1,000 a 
month and bad been trailed in 
tbe use of invisible ink. The court 
rejected his defence that be had 
pven the Iraqi intelligence only 
nrfo r m^ ti w 1 compiled from the 
newspapers, - or just fabricated 
reports. He was arrested in Janu- 
ary. In Turkey, military courts 
handle espionage cases. Last De- 
cember, another Turk was sent- 
enced to 12 years on similar 
charges and an Iraqi mSitazy 
attache was expelled for his role 
■p....- in that case. 

Tunisian sergeant 
kills four people 

{eJiasSv 

. d - TUNIS (R) — A frensied Tnm- 

• aan army sergeant shot and killed 

t-J ' a sentry and three civilians before 
' 1 " * hong gunned down, by soldiers, 
local newspapers said Tuesday. 
The unidentified sergeant killed a 
sentry Sunday night at tbe Rime! 
army barracks, near the northern 
town of Bizerta- He then blasted 
a passing car, killing the driver 
and wxmdmgJns wife, and ran 
amok in the Bizerta suburbs, 
shooting dead two other civilians. 
The Tunisian daily Assabah said 
he was gnmied down by soldiers 
who s ur r o unded him. 

Mzali’s home to be 

auctioned 
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TUNIS (R) — Tbe Tunisian gov- 
r T]- v- ‘ eminent is to auction the nrilfion- 
’ - v.*^ dollar home of exiled Pome 

Minister Mohammad. Mzafi, a 
y ; Jr legal notice published Tuesday, 
^aid- The property of two houses 
*“ on about four hectare* of land in 


rr- 


ti: 


the Skonra area near. Tunis is to 
be auctioned on Sept. 18. The 
reserve price is fixed at 
$1,020,000. Mr. Mzafi was prime 
Buimter under, former Presid en t 
Habib Bour^uba from 1981 to 
1986. He esraped into exile after 
Us removal from the post in July 
B86.T2arfythfc summer be issued 
k statmnent critical of President 
Zine Al Abkfine Ben AU^ who 
took over frmn Mr. Bouxgnxba in’ 
November 1987. The' statement 
•a* abo' signed by Racked Ghan- 
Boodhi exiled chief of the out- 
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Soviet congress to consider 
independence of all republics 

Baltic states apply for U.N. membership 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A draft 
resolution distributed to mem- 
bers of the Soviet legislature 
Tuesday proposed recognising 
declarations of independence by 
aD Soviet republics which have 
made tbem. 

If approved in its present form, 
the resolution would apparently 
amount to recognition of the in- 
dependence of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia and other republics 
which have declared their inten- 
tion to secede from the Soviet 
Union. 

Several of tbe non-Baltic re- 
publics wanting to leave tbe 
Soviet Union have also indicated 
their wish to form a new, looser 
union with Moscow: 

The resolution and any amend- 
ments were expected to be de- 
bated Wednesday by the Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies, the 
supreme law-making body. 

The draft called for tbe con- 
gress “to recognise acts on state 
sovereignly adopted by the re- 
publics which are members of the. 
USSR, recognise tbetr territorial 
integrity and existing borders be- 
tween them.” 

President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
warning that tbe nation was on 
the verge of an “unmanageable 
breakup,” has forcefully urged 
lawmakers to adopt a s w eepi n g 
plan to radically transform the 
Soviet Union. 

Speaking to lawmakers after 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 


harshly criticised him for failing 
to foresee last' month’s coup, Mr. 
Gorbachev said that now is not 
the time for divisiveness. 

“I think there should be some 
understanding of my position. ... 
We are all one, side by side. We 
should not: spit on one another,” 
he told tbe Congress of People’s 
Deputies. 

Meanwhile, in a move to pla- 
cate critics at the congress, Mr. 
Gbrbacfaev withdrew his pr opo sa l 
for a new, smaller legislature with 
20 representatives horn each re- 
public. He instead suggested re- 
forming tbe Supreme Sonet, tire 
542-member standing legislature 
elected by the congress, accord- 
ing to draft legislation circulated 
at tire parliament Tuesday. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, 
sponsored by France and Britain, 
Tuesday formally requested 
membership in the United Na- 
tions at the earliest possible date, 
a British spokesman said. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bemard Mezhnee and British 
Ambassador Sir David Hannay 
handed letters from the three 
Baltic states to Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, tbe 
spokesman added. 

Tbe letters request that the 
admission procedure be given up- 
mediate attention so that the 
Baltics may participate in the 
46th General Assembly session, 
which begins on Sept. 17, a 
French spokesman said. - 


Last month’s attempted hard- 
fine coup in Moscow prompted 
Estonia and Latvia, among 
others, to declare full independ- 
ence from the Soviet Union. 
Lithuania had done so in March 
1990- 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas last week visited- the. 
capitals of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania and received their let- 
ters of application. 

Both France and Britain, 
permanent members of the 
Security Council, were urged by 
European Community foreign 
ministers to advise the Baltic 
states on membership. 

Tbe Security Council recom- 
mends membership of a state. 
The application then has to be 
approved by the General Assem- 
bly which formally admits tbe 
state- 

Diplomats said Britain and 
France were fairly certain the 
Soviet Union would not use its 
veto power in the Security Coun- 
cil to block the membership or 
they might have delayed in sub- 
mitting tiie applications. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
virtually clinched their independ- 
ence of Soviet rule Monday when 
tiie United States announced im- 
mediate diplomatic recognition. 

Washington followed almost 40 
other capitals in recognising Bal- 
tic independence hoars after 
President Gorbachev introduced 
radical plans to reform tiie Soviet 


Union by giving republics free- 
dom to shape their own ties with 
Moscow. 

Tbe Ukraine and Byelorussia 
have been U.N. members since 
tbe founding of the org a nisation 
although their independence until 
now has been a diplomatic fic- 
tion. 

In their letters of application, 
all three Baltic states pointed to 
their independence as “full- 
fledged members of international 
organisations” between the two 
world wars. They were part of 
Russia before the 1917 revolution 
and were annexed by the Soviet 
Union in 1940. 

Mr. Gorbachev pleaded to the 
congress Tuesday for adoption of 
proposals they made for a radical 
change in the country’s power 
structure. 

“I hope that the congress will 
have enough wisdom and will to 
adopt this decision, winch is the 
only right one,” be told tbe con- 
gress. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who at times 
sounded anxious, suggested there 
could be associate members in a 
revamped Soviet Union. 

“Let ns make this union really 
voluntary so that it meets (diffe- 
rent) interests,” he said. 

“Let it be possible to have a 
federative membership on some 
questions, confederative on 
others, and associative on a third 

(CeUnrd on page 5) 
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emergency this month 


ALGIERS (AP) — the state of 
emergency imposed since 
opposition-led violence in June 
will be temporarily lifted tins, 
month, a local newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The move could encourage 
joppostxm parties not to boycott 
legislative elections tins year. 

The state of emergency, im- 
posed cm June 5 following wide- ■ 
spread anti-government violence 
spawned mainly by the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), a fun- 
damentalist opposition group, 
will be lifted Sept. 21, the paper 
F«P«l»wn said. 

It will be raised cm tiie occasion 
of the Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday, the paper said, but (fid 
not say if it would be reinstated 
after that. 

Tbe report could not be con- 
firmed with government officials. 

The state of emergency is sche- 
duled to run out on Oct 5, at 
which point President Chadfi 
Benjedid will decide whether to 
extend it or not 

A curfew imposed along with 
the state of emergency was lifted 
for four days last month for the 
observance of a holiday, and not 
reimposed. 

The violence that brought the 
government action came as cam- 
paigning for legislative elections 
opened in early June. Opposi- 
tionists led by the FIS took part in 
protests for democratic and elec- 
tion re fo r m s that turned violent. 


were killed and nearly 3,01 
arrested, bnt the opposition 
dawns 300 were killed and 8,000 


taken into custody. 

' Those elections were post- 
ironed and are to be held before 
the end of the year, but no date 
has been announced. 

Leaders from more than 40 
opposition parties met with gov- 
ernment officials including Pre- 
mier Sidahmad Gbozali for two 
rounds of three-day talks last 
month to organise the elections. 

The front boycotted those talks 
because its top leaders have been 
arrested by tiie government for 
encouraging rebellion. 

The other opposition parties at 
the meeting demanded an end to 
the state of emerge n cy and a 
■release of people being detained 
in connection with the election 
violence as conditions for the new 
balloting to take place. 

The talks ended with no visible 
progress, although the proceed- 
ings were broadcast live on 
national television and radio — a 
first for Algeria, where rival poli- 
tical parties had been outlawed 
since the country’s independence 
from Ftance in 1962 until 1989. 

Mr. Benjedid, whose ruling 
National Liberation Front 
(FNL), bas ruled this country as a 
Marxist state, dissolved his 
cabinet following the violence 
and appointed Mr. Ghozali press- 
ing in a fad to quell unrest arid 
show he was pressing ahead with 
democratic reforms. 

On Monday a senior FIS offi- 
cial of Abdul Kader Hadiani, 
ruled out bis party’s participating 
m new elections unless its lead- 
ership is released. 


Egypt said ready to press 
Kuwait not to expel Gazans 

By Rasa Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Egypt is expected to press Kuwait to let thousands of 
Gaza Palestinians stay in tiie emirate, a Jordanian official said 
Tuesday. 

He said the U.N.’s top official for Palestinian refugees. United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) chief liter Turkman, 
had raised tbe issue in Cairo and was told that Egypt, which 
administered the Gaza Ship before it was occupied by Israel, 
would use its influence, with Kuwait 

Palestinian residents of Kuwait are being forced out of tbe 
emirate in reprisal for the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
pro-Iraqi stand in the Gulf war. 

Most have Jordanian passports, resulting in a refugee influx to 
Amman expected to reach 300,000 people. But 23,000 others 
originate from the Gaza Strip. 

King Hussein has expressed concern that Gaza Palestinians 
expelled from Kuwait, lacking proper documents to enter Egypt, 
might have no where to go bnt Jordan. 

Egypt joined the Gulf war alliance against Iraq and bas more 
influence with Kuwait. 

Mr. Turkman, whose UNRWA cares for Palestinian refugees 
including 950,000 registered in Jordan, is now in Amman after a 
visit to Cairo. 

‘Mr. Turkman told us he discussed the humanitarian and political 
aspects of tiie Gazans and the Egyptians pledged they would get 
Knwait to keep them there,” the Jordanian, official, who declined 
to be named, told Renters. 

UNRWA was not available fbr comment. 

Another Jordanian official said Mr. Turkman, in Amman on a 
four-day visit, also discussed the legal rights of returnees, who may 
be eligible for compensation from Iraq under a U.N. fund 
established after the Gulf war. 

The fund, set up under ceasefire terms, would give $2,500 to 
each non-Kuwaiti worker forced to leave the emirate because of 
the crisis. 

UNRWA schools in Jordan have taken in about 5,000 new 
‘students since the Gulf crisis started. 

Some officials want UNRWA to expand the umbrella of its 
ma ndate and care for any Palestinians, even if they are not 
registered refugees. 

UNRWA has not resisted this idea but Jordanian officials say the 
agency would have to launch an appeal to raise funds. 


Israeli haggling over budget turns acrimonious 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
budget-making is never a pretty 
sight. But when ministers accuse 
each . other of .being power- 
hungry, or betraying Zionism, 
and words Hfce “kfiot” and “inso- 
lence” are' heard, Israelis know 
this year’s budget is spedaL 

The cabinet was expected to sit 
into tiie early horns of Wednes- 
day to settle the tfisoute, hot 
already tiie 94 bfllioD-sbekd ($39 
billion) budget has generated 
some of the most heated language 
heard among Israeli leaden. 

"There are many words flying 
about, and I advise we all put on 
our helmets, so that if one of 
them falls on our heads we wont 
be injured,” says Finance Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Modal, whose 1992- 
1993 budget is at die root of the 


Thu triangular . fight reflects. 


Israel's most pressing needs. It 
pats Mr. Modai against Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens, who says 
he Deeds more money to defend 
Urn country, and Housing Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon, whose has to 
build homes for new immigrants 
as well as Israelis settling in the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. ModaTs 1992-1993 budget 
includes an expected 7.5 billion 
shekel ($3 billion) deficit and 
forecasts some 250,000 Soviet im- 
migrants. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has reportedly stepped in with a- 
compnmnse that would give de- 
fence some of tiro, extra money it 
wants. The finance minister 
warns that any increases will 
boost the deficit and fuel infla- 
tion. 

The public, meanwhile, is 
being subjected to scare head- 


lines about new taxes on every- 
thing from gasoline to old-age 
pensions if the increases are 
approved. 

Concerns have been voiced 
that increasing the deficit could 
deter the United States from 
approving. Israel’s request to 
underwrite $10 Union wrath of 
loans to help absorb tiie immigra- 
tion wave. 

Yaakov Frenkel, governor of 
the Bank of Israel, is saying tbe 
deficit - should be reduced, and 
t hat tbe emphasis should shift 
f rom housing the immigrants to 
finding them jobs. 

Mr. Modai insists that- Mr. 
Arens make do with 1.1 billion 
shekel ($458 rnSHon) less,- and 
that Mr. Sharon eliminate a de- 4 
partment overseeing construction* 
in tiie occupied territories, and 
rural areas. 


Mr. Arens wants an extra one 
billion shekels ($416 million). 
Mr. S baron claims the treasury’s 
demands on him reflect “a dis- 
torted view of Zionism,” the 
ideology of Jewish state-building. 

Mr. Sharon has called Mr. 
Modai amateurish and accosed 
him at a news conference Mon- 
day of “coming up with 10 con- 
flicting (economic) plans this 
year, something that borders on 
insolence.” 

He also said Mr. Modai under- 
estimating the number of immig- 
rants likely to arrive, whOe Mr. 
Arens claimed tiie opposite — ' 
that tiie previous budget forecast 
np to 400,000 newcomers, and 
only 200,000 arrived. 

“Any idiot could make the 
calculations that the finance 

(C c ti— ed on page 2) 


Ensour: Strain with Egypt will not 
affect Middle East peace process 


AMMAN (3.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensour said a 
war of words with Egypt over the 
two countries’ role in Gulf crisis 
would not affect the Middle East 
peace process. 

“I don’t titink the substance (of 
the peace process) will be 
affected because we and Egypt 
see things in terms of principle 
not as a matter of emotions and 
provocation,” Dr. Ensour was 
quoted as saying by Reuters. 

“We have always bad every 
now and then differences with 
Egypt and probably Egypt with 
other countries but we have al- 
ways been able to solve them,” 
he said. 

Dr. Ensour said he believed a 
peace conference, being prom- 
oted by Washington, would take 
place as scheduled in October but 
said Jordan had not been in- 


formed of any upcoming visit by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Israel Expects Mr. Baker to 
visit tbe region next week. 

Egypt Monday issued a docu- 
ment -for discussion to tbe Arab 
League accusing Jordan of 
“naked lies” in a “White Book” 
released by Amman last month 
defending the Kingdom’s stand in 
the Gulf crisis. 

Published on tbe anniversary of 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
the White Book contained letters 
emphasising Jordan's efforts to 
solve the crisis and suggested that 
Egypt had backtracked during 
efforts to avert war. 

Jordanian political sources said 
Amman had not expected an 
uproar over the White Book but 
emphasised the Kingdom was not 


apologising for its stand. 

They said Egypt’s response was 
not expected to arise for discus- 
sion at the Sept. 10 Arab League 
meeting which Dr. Ensour will 
attend. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdel Megtdd 
told reporters Monday that, as 
requested by Egypt, the league 
had distributed Cairo's response 
for discussion during a Sept. 10 
meeting. 

The White Book, a 78-page 
document, referred to incidents 
in which Egypt or President Hos- 
ni Mubarak stopped Jordan from 
pursuing an Arab solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

Egypt submitted the document 
to the league at a time when there 
were calls for Arabs to unite 
ahead of proposed Arab- Israeli 
talks in October. 
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COPING WITH A VOLCANO: VHagtn in 
Angeles City, the Phffippftnes, use makeshift 
wooden bridges to cross the rilted up Abacan River 


after powerM mudflows from Mount Pinatubo 
Volcano knocked down the town’s concrete bridge 


Khartoum 
protests at 
Kouchner’s 
visit to 
south 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has 
protested to the Paris govern- 
ment about a visit by a French 
minister to a rebel-held town in 
southern Sudan. 

The official Sudan News Agen- 
cy (SUNA) said the Khartoum 
Foreign Ministry told the French 
charge d’affaires that the visit by 
Secretary of State for Humanita- 
rian Affairs Bernard Koucfaner 
was unfriendly and contravened 
diplomatic norms. 

It said Mr. Kouchner had 
tuned himself into a spokesman 
for the rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) by meet- 
ing its leader, John Garang, at 
Kapoeta at the weekend. 

Mr. Kouchner told reporters in 
tbe Kenyan capital Nairobi that 
Colonel Garang was still in con- 
trol of the movement, despite 
reports that he had been toppled 
by disaffected commanders 
accusing turn of “a reign of ter- 
ror.” 

The SPLA is fighting to end 
what it sees as domination by the 
north over the south. 

Tbe Sudanese Foreign Minis- 
try, quoted by SUNA, said it was 
surprised that Mr. Kouchner had 
visited southern Sudan yet had 
twice postponed visits to Khar- 
toum. 

In Paris, Mr. Kouchner said 
Tuesday he had seen a camp of 
10,000 children apparently re- 
cruited to fight in Sudan’s eight- 
year-old civil war. 

Mr. Kouchner told French 
radio he visited a village on 
Sudan’s border with Ethiopia last 
week inhabited by 10,200 boys, 
aged b et w ee n eight and 14. 

The boys were “brainwashed, 
and heartless because they are 
without love,” he said. 


Local investment bank 
bags commercial BCCI 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan’s Business 
Bank (Investments) has purch-% 
ased the three load branches 
.pf the troubled Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI) and tbe deal will be 
formally concluded after the 
authorities have obtained court 
clearance for the sale, in- 
formed sources said Tuesday. 

The Business Bank, which 
opened its doors as an invest- 
ment bank early this year after 
eight years of operations as 
portfolio agents, also secured 
tbe coveted commercial bank- 
ing licence of BCCI Jordan 
with its JD 1,260,000 offer. 

Tbe Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion (ABC- Jordan) and the 
Union Bank fbr Investments 
were also contenders, but they 
fell far behind in their offers 
against that of the Business 
Bank, a source familiar with 
the deal said. 

“For all practical purposes 
the deal is done and sealed,” 
said the source. ‘The Business 
Bank has acquired the three 
BCCI branches in Jordan,” the 
source added, preferring 
anonymity. 

According to the sources, 
the ABC and Union submitted 
offers above JD 500,000 but 
well below the sale price after 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) lowered its condition for 
a minimum bid of JD 1 million. 

The Business Bank, winch 
now has to raise its present JD 
4 million capital to JD 5 million 
in line with Jordanian regula- 
tions, hopes to operate its new 
acquisitions under tbe name 
“National Business Bank” sub- 
ject to CBJ approval, said a 
source who is dose to the new 
owners of BCCI Jordan. 

“We me ready to start com- 
merrial operations as soon as 


the legal formalities are con- 
cluded,” said the source. “It 
might take a few days before 
everything is settled and the 
actual change of ownership 
comes into force in the full 
legal sense.” 

“There will not be any 
change in the status of the 90 
employees of BCCI,” added 
the souroe. “It is part of tbe 
deal.” 

Two Pakistani nationals who 
were with BCCI Jordan were 
already relieved of this posts 
before the sale. 

According to legal sources, 
the Central Bank of Jordan is 
seeking a court approval for 
the sale after the Economic 
Security Committee (ESC) 
said it was not empowered to 
issue an approval. 

Officials and representatives 
of BCCI as well as the Business 
Bank were in court Tuesday 
and were told that it- would 
take at least a week before a 
court approval would be 
issued, the sources said, ex- 
plaining the reason for a delay 
in a formal announcement of 
the deal by tbe authorities. 

“There cannot be any legal 
hurdle for tbe deal to go 
ahead; it is only a matter of 
completing formalities to the 
letter of the law,” one source 
told the Jordan Times. 

“After all, the authorities 
have to take into consideration 
all legal implications of die 
transfer of ownership, particu- 
larly that unprecedented inter- 
national scandals surround 
BCCI operations elsewhere,” 
added the source, referring to 
charges of massive fraud, 
money-laundering and drug 
connections levelled against 

(Continued « page 2) 
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Iraq publishes law 
permitting parties 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s Re- 
volution Command Council 
(RCC) issued a new law Tuesday 
allowing opposition political par- 
ties — but not in the army, the 
government’s power base. 

The law, part of democratic 
reforms pledged by Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein after 
the Gulf war, allows only the 
ruling Baath Party to operate in 
the aimed forces and security 
services'. 

The new measures, which have 
been revised since die National 
Assembly first submitted them to 
the RCC in early July, were 
published prominently by all 
stare-run newspapers. 

It says new parties must defend 
Iraq’s sovereignty and unity and 
take pride in the achievements of 
the 1958 revolution, which led to 
the creation of a republic, and the 
July 1968 revolution, which 
brought the Baath Party to 
power. 

The reference to the July 1958 
military coup, which toppled the 
monarchy and brought in a left- 
wing government, was an addi- 
tion to previous published drafts 
of the law. 

The act, and a promised new 
constitution, are central to Bagh- 
dad's efforts to unite the country 
after the Gulf war and subse- 
quent abortive rebellions in the, 
Kurdish north and Shiite south. 

Democratic reform is a key 
demand of Kurds currently hold- 
ing autonomy talks with Bagh- 
dad. Kurdish leaders have sent a 
draft accord giving them broad 
political rights and administrative 
responsibilities back to the gov- 
ernment for clarification. 

The Baath Party keeps a key 
advantage in being the only party 
allowed to campaign and lobby 
for members within the million- 
strong army and security services. 

“The Baath Party should be in 
the armed forces to defend the 
revolution and prevent any milit- 
ary coup,” National Assembly 
Speaker Sa'di Mehdi Saleh said in 
the debate on the draft law. 

The 34-clause act stipulates 
that new parties may not be 
established on the basis of race, 
regionalism, sectarianism, or 
atheism, or be anti-Arab. 

But in a significant shift, it does 
allow religious parties to func- 
tion, provided they are not secta- 
rian-based. Baath Party princi- 
ples bar the politicisation of reli- 
gion. 

A party can be founded by a 
minimum of 150 people aged at 
least 25. 

No party can receive funds 
from abroad and anyone 
breaching this part of the law 
could face life imprisonment, a 
revision to the previous law which 
set death as the penalty. 

It gives the cabinet authority to 
dissolve any party that has not 
reached 1,000 registered mem- 
bers within two years of being 
formed, is engaged in activity 
threatening state security, takes 
part in acts of violence, is found 
in possesion of weapons or ex- 
plosives, interferes with the inter- 
nal affairs of another country 
contrary to Iraq’s interest or 
attacks the rights and freedom of 
other parties. 


The new parties’ right to exist 
w3i be enshrined in a new con- 
stitution, which Mr. Saleh said 
would be put to the people to 
vote on in a referendum within 
months. 

Information Minister Hamid 
Yousef Humadi said m June that 
the government would announce 
a programme for multi-party 
elections by the end of the year. 

He told Reuters that of the 
Iraqi parties now working under- 
ground, only the Daawa Party, a 
Shiite Muslim group dose to 
Tehran, would foil to qualify for 
legal recognition because of its 
religious ideology and foreign 
connections. 


Shrines reopened 

Two of Iraq’s holiest Muslim 
shrines heavily shelled in the 
Shiite rebellion were formally 
reopened Monday under the 
watchful eyes of Republican 
Guards. 

The shrines at Najaf to Imam 
Ali, cousin and son-in-law of the 
Prophet Mohammad, and to his 
sons Abbas and Hussein, at Kar- 
bala, were battered in the short- 
lived Shiite riots in March. 

None of the shrines has been 
fully restored but there was far 
less destruction at Najaf than at 
Karbala, 80 kilometres to the 
north, where a huge area sur- 
rounding the town was pulverised 
by shelling. 

The twin minarets of Ali’s mos- 
que, the most sacred of die three, 
are pockmarked by bullets. There 
is scaffolding around the golden 
dome and the main gateway to 
the tomb is boarded up. 

Several hundred men sat cross- 
legged on elegant carpets in the 
marble courtyard to hear 
speeches by Najaf Governor Ma- 
jor-JjcaeraJ Abdul Rahman A1 
Douri and one of the most senior 
Shiite clerics, Imam Hussein 
Bahar A1 Oloom. 

Dozens of red-bereted Repub- 
lican Guards and regular troops 
mingled with the faithful. Sheep 
were lined up on the pavement 
for ritual slaughter. 

Several thousand chadour-clad 
women, tears streaming down 
their feces, surged forward as a 
side door to tiie tomb was opened 
to allow the governor and Reli- 
gious Affairs Minister Abdullah 
Fadhel to tour the silver-grilled, 
gold-crowned sarcophagus. 

Gold decorations and crystal 
chandeliers sparkled in reflected 
light from mirrored glass walls 
and ceilings. 

There were similar scenes at 
the Karbala ceremony outside the 
shrine of Abbas, more fully res- 
tored than the one to Hussein 200 
metres away. 

Both domes are still being 
patched. Large sections of the 
outside wall of Hussein’s mosque 
show gaping shell boles and much 
of its mosaic has been ripped 
away by gunfire. 

The government ordered 35 
mini on dinars ($112 million at the 
official exchange rate), 100 kg 
gold and 200 kg of silver to be 
used to restore the shrines. 

Baghdad spumed an offer of 
help from Iran, suspicious that its 
Shiite neighbour helped foment 
the March rebellion. 


Aoun exhorts Lebanese 
against ‘bitter reality’ 


BEIRUT (AP) — Exiled General 
Michel Aoun urged his country- 
men Tuesday, to change “the bit- 
ter reality,” apparently alluding 
to the Syrian influence which he 
had tried to end in one of the 
bloodiest rounds of civil war 
fighting. 

The letter from Gen. Aoun was 
published on the front-page of 
the leading newspaper A1 Nahar, 
as leaflets signed by supporters of 
the former army commander cal- 
led for a rebellion against the 
Syrian army and President Elias 
Hrawi’s government. 

Hundreds of copies of the 
statement littered the main 
streets, including the busy Hamra 
commercial thoroughfare, six 
days after Gen. Aoun was sent 
into exile in France. 

The leaflets were signed by the 
hitherto unknown “Revolu- 
tionaries of Gen. Michel Aoun” 
and addressed to “the glorious 
people of Lebanon.” 

“The time of revolution is 
approaching. Let us rise together 
to liberate our land ... from Sy- 
rian occupation,” the statement 
said. 41 Let us rid Lebanon of the 
rotten leaders.” 

It was not known who was 
behind the pro-Aoun campaign 
or how the statements were distri- 
buted. 

A1 Nahar said that the letter 
from Gen. Aoun was delivered 
by hand to its correspondent in 
Paris by someone who visited the 
general. It have no other details. 


but published a picture of the 
handwritten message. 

“I have full trust in the 
Lebanese people an4 their ability 
to change the bitter reality,” 
Gen. Aoun said. “They have not 
deceived me, not for a single day* 
and they will not deceive them- 
selves either today or tomorrow,” 

He did not say what he ex- 
pected bis people to do. - 

Mr. Hrawi, at France’s insist- 
ence, signed a pardon last week 
that gave Gen. Aoun 48 hours to 
leave Lebanon. The decree 
ordered Aoun to stay away from 
political activities for the next five 
years. 

It was not dear if the letter 
published by A1 Nahar would be 
considered a violation of the 
amnesty. 

Gen. Aoun arrived in Marseil- 
le, France, last Friday. Under 
elaborate security, he had been 
whisked the day before out of the 
French embassy in Beirut, 
escorted by French navy vessels 
to Cyprus and then flown to 
France. 

Gen. Aoun took refuge at the 
embassy after Syrian troops and 
Lebanese army units loyal to Mr. 
Hrawi crushed his year-long re- 
bellion on Oct. 13 last year. 

Gen. Aoun's campaign against 
the Syrians, the main power 
brokers in Lebanon, touched off 
bloody civil war fighting that 
lasted about a year, (tilled nearly 
1,000 people and wounded 
2,7000. 


Kuwait: accord with U.S; has 
no bearing on Damascus pact 


CAIRO (AP) — Kuwait’s foreign 
minister said Tuesday that an 
agreement on Gulf security with 
the United States will not prevent 
the implementation of an accord 
with Egypt and Syria. 

Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah said his 
country and the United States 
have not signed an accord yet but 
they have agreed on the broad 
lines. 

“This agreement does not pre- 
judice at all the Damascus dec- 
laration but is complementary to 
it because the Damascus declara- 
tion is the basis of everything,’' 
Sheikh Salem told reporters. 

The ministe r referred to an 
agreement signed in March in 
Damascus. It provided that Egypt 
and Syria station troops in the 
Gulf to ensure the area's security 
after the Guff war in exchange for 
financial aid from the six Gulf 
states — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Oman, Bahrain and Qatar. 

“Our brothers the Syrians and 
the Egyptians stood with us in the 
worst of tunes and it is on them 
that our agreement with the 
Americans depends,” Sheikh 
Salem said. 

The United States, which led a 
33-nation militaxy coalition that 
ended — a seven-mouth Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait originally 
was to have completed withdraw- 
al of its troops from Kuwait this 
month. 

But last week it extended its 
military deployment there for a 
few more mouths, saying Kuwait 
has made stower-tium-expected 


progress in rebuilding its army. 

Pentagon spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams said Washington expects to 
complete an agreement soon with 
Kuwait on U.S. use of Kuwaiti 
military installations. 

The Kuwaiti minister, speaking 
at Cairo international airport 
with his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa at his side, said imple- 
mentation of the Damascus 
accord will start immediately af- 
ter the foreign ministers of the 
Eight signatories meet in Cairo 
on Sept. 10. 

Mr. Musa said it is up to 
Kuwait to sign any agreement it 
wishes and this will not affect the 
Damascus pact. 

“Any agreement Kuwait signs 
with any other country is some- 
thing related to tiie Kuwaiti in- 
terest that Egypt respects. As for 
the Damascus declaration, it is 
independent of any other 
arr ang ements," Mr. Musa said. 

Egypt, which led Arab opposi- 
tion to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 
had 36,000 troops stationed in the 
Guff daring the war. According 
to the Damascus agreement, tiie' 
troops were to have remained as 
the core of the joint Arab force. 

But President Hosni Mubarak 
began withdrawing his troops in 
April. Only 2,000 remain in the 
Gulf and they are due to come 
home soon. 

A Mubarak confidant wrote in 
Cairo's leading newspaper Ad 
Abram in May that the president 
polled out tiie troops because of 
Kuwait’s preference for Western 
involvement in a security plan. 


Algeria appeals to Mali to honour pact with Tuaregs 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
appealed to Mali to honour an 
accord with autonomy-seeking 
Tuareg tribesmen whose upris- 
ing has forced thousands of peo- 
ple to flee into southern Algeria 
to escape the fighting. 

Some Tuareg refugees are suf- 
fering from cholera and Algiers 
Radio says there is complete in- 
security in areas dose to battles 
between tribesmen and Malian 
government forces. 

Algerian Interior Minister 
Abdul Latif RahaJ said Bamako 
should respect the accord grant- 


ing autonomy to Tuaregs in 
northern Mali, signed in January 
in the Algerian desert town of 
Tamanrasset. 

“Algeria considers the Taman- 
rasset accord is the best 
framework to settle the ethnic 
problem between Tuareg tribes 
and hopes the Malian authorities 
attach as much interest to this 
accord,” Mr. Rahal said late 
Monday. 

The Tuaregs began their upris- 
ing last year. After a brief hill 
early this year, fighting erupted 
again after Bamako suspended 


the accord. 

Mr. Rahal said Friday the 
security situation m southern 
Algeria was getting worse every 
day. He said special measures 
were being taken ag a in st aims 
traffickers as part of a c amp ai gn 
to restore stability in the border 
area. 

Algiers Radio reported Mon- 
day there was complete insecurity 
in areas dose to tiie fighting. 

On Thursday, medical author- 
ities said cholera has broken out 
among thousands of Tuareg re- 
fugees fleeing across the border 


from Mali. 

Four children had died and 44 
others were infected. 

Cholera has been reported in 
the desert town of Adrar, 1,500 
kilometres south of Algiers and 
wells contaminated in the Borj 
Baji Mokhtar area, 400 
kilometres further south, have 
been sealed. 

The Tuareg movement, the 
Azaoned Popular Liberation 
Front, has appealed to Algeria 
for assistance for 230,000 re- 
fugees and Algeria has said it is 
sending relief supplies. 
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Rebel Kurds sabotage train in Turkey 


MUS, Turkey (AP) — Mines apparently planned by Kurdish 
separatists exploded on railroad trades in eastern Turkey on 
Monday, injuring four people, the semi-official Anatolia news 
agency said. Anatolia said the blast forced several cars of an 
express train to jump foe trades near Kaiekmt village in Mus 
province. The injured included three policemen and a machinist, it 
said. A police officer was ItiSed in an ensuing clash between the 
rebels and elite police commandos who arrived on the scene, 
Anatolia said. Meanwhile, about 3,000 troops and policemen were 
combing the adjoining Bingol province in search of three Amer- 
icans, one Briton and one Australian who were taken off buses and 
led away by armed Kurdish insurgents Friday night. The kidnapped 
tourists were identified as Americans Ronald Wyatt, Marvin 
Wilson, Richard Rives, as well as Gareth Thomas of Britain and 
Dr. Allen Roberts, an Australian. The Americans and the 
Australian were reportedly on an expedition connected with the 
search for the remains of Noah’s Ark. The Bible .says the ark 
landed on Mount Ararat after a huge flood. Friday’s kidnapping 
was the second involving Westerners within a month. On Aug. 1, 
10 German tourists were snatched from their camp by guerrillas of 
the illegal Kunfisfa Labour Party (PKK). They were released eight 
days later. PKK has been fighting for an independent state since 
1984 in southeastern Turkey, home to half of tiie country's 
12-million Kurds. 


Police kill seven, arrest 90 in Egyptian shootout 


CAIRO (AP) — Seven men were shot dead and 90 arrested in a 
16-hour shootout between an alleged gang of highway robbers and 
their supporters and police in southern Egypt, daily A1 Ahram 
newspaper said in its early Tuesday edition. The newspaper said 
nine others were wounded in the battle between dozens of 
policemen and the alleged robbers. The fighting took place in a 
small village in foe govemorate of Qena, 650 kilometres south of 
Cairo. A1 Ahram said that a spate of armed robberies of cars were 
traced to the robbers in the small village. The village was 
surrounded but the alleged highway robbers and their supporters 
started shooting, resulting in a 16-hour battle which left seven 
dead, nine wounded and 90 arrested. The newspaper did not say 
when the shootout took place. No further details were available 
and no comment could be obtained from the interior ministry. 


Argentines land contracts In Kuwait, Menem says 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Two Argentine companies have landed 
multi-million dollar contracts in Kuwait to retrieve explosive mines 
and pnt out fires on oil wells. President Carlos Menem said 
Monday. Mr. Menem told reporters at the presidential palace that 
a local firm called Pma y Asociados was one of 17 foreign outfits 
contracted by Kuwait to extinguish fires In hundreds of booby- 
trapped oil wells. Another local company was contracted to dear 
anti-personnel mines from a 124 square kilometre area in Kuwait, 
Mr. Menem said. “(These contracts) will yield over $100 million in 
earnings,” he added. Argentina was the only Latin American 
country that sent troops to the U.S.-led force that fought Iraq in 
the Gulf war. Mr. Menem dispatched two missile-launching 
warships that carried out non-combat tasks in the multinational 
blockade pressing Iraq to pull out of Kuwaiti 


Gulf finance ministers to meet next week 


MANAMA (R) — Finance ministers from six Gulf Arab states will 
meet in Riyadh next week for talks which diplomats say may centre 
on a $10 billion fund to channel aid to countries hit by the Gulf 
crisis. An official at the Guff Cooperation Council (GCC) 
headquarters in Riyadh told Reuters the meeting, postponed from 
late July, would be held on Sept. 10 and 11. He declined to give 
further details. Finance ministers from the GCC, which groups 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, decided in Riyadh last may .to set up the fluid to 
Mp reform the economies of Arab states. GCC officials said then 
that the money — winch was to have come mainly from wealthy 
members like Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates — - 
would go to the private sectors of recipient countries rather than to 
governments as in the past. The fluid should start extending loans 
in 1992 and mil back propammes approved by international 
bodies like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, 
GCC officials said. All Arab countries will eventually benefit but 
Egypt and Syria, which sent troops to the U.S.-led coalition during 
the Guff war, will initially receive most of the money. 


Italian photojournalist held in spy probe 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Italian photojournatist has been arrested in 
Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus after being accused of taking 
pictures of military positions, press reports said. The Italian, 
identified as Massimo Rana, 29, was ordered hel d for eight days 
while police complete their investigation, the Turkish Cypriot 
F inikin Sesi newspaper reported. The newspaper alleged that Mr. 
Rana was “an agent working for the Greek Cypriots,” according to 
the Cyprus News Agency in the Cypriot capital, Nicosia. He was 
de taine d on Aug. 27 and the court’s remand order came Saturday. 
The news agency said Mr. Rana, a Milan-based photographer who 
works for an Italian picture agency, went to the Turkish occupied 
area through a U.N.-controlled checkpoint in the Nicosia buffer 
zone. Turkish troops invaded and occupied the northern 37 per 
cent of the island in 1974 after a coup against the republican 
government by soldiers who sought to unite Qrprus with Greece. 


Iran: Turkish bank guarantees unreliable 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran told its businessmen on Tuesday not to trust 
bank guarantees issued by Turkish banks and instead rely on 
European banks in their dealings with Turkey. Gudaiz Eftekhar 
Jahromi, of the government-affiliated international legal services 
bureau, told reporters in Tehran a number of Turkish tnsinessmen 
had filed suits in Turkish courts against their Iranian partners. 
“The Turkish courts... without service of the claim to the Iranian 
sides and without the due process of international business 
protocols, have issued rulings barring payment of the bank 
gu arantees to the Iranian businessmen,” the Iranian news agency 
XRNA quoted Eftekhar Jahromi as saying. 



KUWAIT CITY (AP) — 
Kuwait's deputy chief of staff 
claimed Tuesday that the Iraqis 
caught infiltrating Bubiyan Island 
carried orders from thc lraqi gov- 
eminent and fired heavy machine 
guns at the Kuwaitis who first 
approached them. 

General Jabir Khalid Al- 
Sabah’s statement provided the 
first details of the action last 
Wednesday on the strategic is- 
land, which Iraq has denied was 
carried out by its forces. - 

Gen. Sabah, in an interview 
with foe Associated Press, also 
said the number of “Iraqi infUtra- - 
tors” caught was 84, contradict- 
ing earlier reports that 46 were, 
captured. 

“I'm giving you the right num- 
ber, which has been recorded 
with the United Nations and the 
Red Cross," be said in foe inter- 
view at his headquarters in 
Kuwait Qty. 

Christ ophe Gizod, chief dele- 
gate of the International Commit- 
tee. of the' Red Cross (ICRC), 
told the AP that ICRC delegates 
saw 45 prisoners Tuesday and 
expected to see the others tomor- 
row. 

“We have registered 45 and ~ 
they’re aU Iraqi,” be- said. 

Gen. Sabah said that some 
intruders may have been killed 
while they were fleeing in their 
boats. 

“There has to be (some dead) 
because there are quite a number 
of boats winch have been fired at 
and sunk,” he said. “But I can’t 
give you the number of those who 
were killed.” 

Gen. Sabah said all the prison- 
ers were Iraqi and that they in- 
cluded some soldiers and four 
teenagers. He said there were no 
women or children among them, 
which also contradicted earlier 
reports. 

“They were in civilian dress. I 
have an officer (in captivity) and 
he’s in civilian dress, too ” be 
said. 

Iraq has denied its forces car- 
ried out the action, saying Kuwait 
fabricated foe incident to help 
keep U.S. forces m the region. 
Kuwait and other Guff states 
have accused Iraq of a major 
Violation of the Guff war cease- 
fire. 

Officials of the U-N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission, which 
is investigating the incident, met 
with the prisoners but refused to 
divulge their number or national- 
ity, U.N. officials also declined to 
comment on Gen. Sabah’s state-. 



menL 

Gen. Sabah said foe intruders 
had documents issued by the Ira- 


qi government authorising them 
to “go to that area, col lea 
ammunition, and try to go inside 
Kuwait. They were told to come 
hoe or they would be shot." /- 

Gen. Sabah said the battle be- 1 
gan when Kuwaiti coast guard- 
units spotted some boat} 
approaching the island. 

He said the area was scoutcf 
by aircraft and a number of peo- 
ple were seen on tiie island in. 
addition to a “number of boat* 
with machine guns on top of 
them.” 

“We sent one of our boats, z. 
police boat, towards the island,’^ 
be said. “As soon as they came 
dose they were fired at by the 
Iraqis.” 

“The coast guard fired back tc 
cover themselves and pulled 
beck,” he added, noting that the 
infiltrators had heavy machine 
guns while the coast g uar d sm en 
carried only M-16 automatiT 
rifles. 

Gen. Sabah said four Kuwaiti 
air force Sky hawks and two Mir- 
ages that attacked the island as el 
military target also were firedf 
upon. “When people fire at you; « 
you have to fire bade. ... it was aj 
battle ” he said. 

Gen. Sabah reflated to the ac- 
tion as “a good operation 
though be noted some of foe 
intruders managed to flee. r *-• ' 

Asked how the prisoners we rev “ 

being treated, Gen. Sabah re-- '■ w 
plied “we are human.” He addec- 
that foe Red Cross was altowedtc-^u « 

see them. ’ i-i * fc 

He said it was up to the 
Kuwaiti .government - Co <fctCTv n «- 
mine their fate noting the cap-^iit 
tured men eventually could be * 
returned to Iraq as prisooera ol^ 



war. 


Israeli haggling over budget 


(Continued from Page 1) . 


ministry made,” Mr. Arens was 
quoted as saying at an earlier 
cabinet meeting. 

Mr. Modai called a news con- 
ference Monday at which he said: 
“If Mr. Sharon thinks foe finance 
ministry is an enemy of Zionism 
and I head it, it seems I am 
suspected of being a Syrian or an 
Iraqi.” 

According to the daily Ycdioth 
Ahronofo, he said Mr. Sharon 
cared only for “his own political 


power and not foe country's eco 
□omy. He wants as much tnone 
as possible, m order to distribute, 
it among his supporters in a. 
election year." 

As for defence, said Mr. Mod:, 
on Israel Television, if Mr. Aren; 
wants more money he fooul- . 
itemise his needs. 

“When they want somethin 
from the Americans they do ne 
hesitate to give them an itemise _ 
list of every detail,” Mr. Modi' 
said. “But foe budget of the stai 
of Israel doesn’t have to fcno" 
where the money is going?” 


Investments bank bags BCCI 


' vl i.' 


(CoHrined from Page 1) 


the bank. 

The international ownership 
and links with BCCI Jordan 
fod not have any bearing on 
the options available to the 
CBJ under Jordanian regula- 
tions, which empower the Cen- 
tral Bank to take over any 
bank, regardless of ownership, 
if it feels public deposits are 
threatened. 

In the case of BCCI, whose 
Luxembourg-based headquar- 


ters and European branches-,?- 
were taken over by the con* i. t \ 
earned monetary authorities ii 
early August, the CBJ hat 
ensured that all foreign amen . 
cy deposits with BCCI Jordar 
were transferred to the Centra " 
Bank since April 1991 
obviously anticipating the trou 
bles and scandals which led b - 
its international collapse. 

The CBJ took over the thre> 

BCCI branches at tbe sam 
time European authorise 
acted against the bank. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IfcM Variety programme 

IM0 News in French 

19:15 Varieties 

I9£W News m Hebrew 

2fe60 News in Arabic 

20-J8 Golden Girts 

21:18 . — Silk Route of the Sea 

22riM News in English 

22 M LcRoi Mystery 

PRAYER TIMES 

7 Fhjr 

06:07 (Sunrise) Doha 

1235 Dfauhr 

IfclO *Asr 

IM2 Maghreb 

2fe22 'Isfaa 

CHURCHES 

St. Mmy «f Nazareth Cbarch Smtfeh, 
TcL 810740 

Assmbfies tt Get) C hw t h . Td. 

632785. 

■St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Cbnrcb of tbc AnoudaUon TcL 
637440. 

De la Sale Church Td. 661757 
Terrasaata Cfaureh Td: 622366 
Church of the An mi uda t kiu Td. 



623541. 

AagHcau Chan* TcL 625383, TcL 
628543. 

Arui r din Cattwflc Church Td. 

771331. 

A Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Gburdi Td. 771751. 
Amman latemartnad Church TcL 

685326. 

Empflcd Lutheran Chanh Td: 
811295. 

The Church of Jeans Chrkt eT Latter* 
Day Safari Td. 823S24. 654932. 
Church of the Name TcL 675691. 


Bdlctm supplied by the Apartment of 
Meteorology. 

It will be Heir and winds wffl be 
Dartlmcsteriy moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MhJnu. temp. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 23/34 

Deserts 15/32 

Jordan Valley 23 /35 

Yesterday’s high tem p eratures: Am- 
man 27, Aqaba 34. Hmnidby readings: 
Amman 55 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Ottoman 790286 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa — 732056 

Dr. Salman Al Dabonbi 776751 

Dr. Abdul AzccTaboun 783708 

Kras Phrmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy ...... 778336 

AIAsema pharmacy 637U» 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sulmn pharmacy 636730 

Y awpmh pimr mnry ................ 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy 637660 

irud: 

Dr. Mahmoud Khalil (— ) 

Al Shams’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. KhaU Abe Hussein (— ) 

KhaDfch pharmacy ...... — ..... 985417- 

EMERGENCIES .. 

Food Control Centre 637111 


Civil Defttue Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue - 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency - 199 

Rescue Po&ce 192, 6211 11, 637777 

Rrc Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnbUc Security Dep a rtme nt — _ 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints - 787111 

Tdcpfaonc Information 

(dweetofy assistance) 121 

Overseas tiilk 010230 

Central Amman TdcpbMC 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Rwfio Jordan — 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Fewer 

Company ..... 636381 

RJ Fight Information 08-53200 


Queen Alia loll. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mctfieal Centre — 813813/32 
Khaiidi Maternity, 3. Anm... WSXUb 

AkOch Maternity. J. Amo 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mdhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbrndsani — 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie. AbaaE 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaS ...,. 664164* 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen ........ 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Amy. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital ..... — ...... 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaroa Govt. Hospital ...._ (09)983323 
2!arqa National Hospital .. (09)90 0560 

Ibn Sura Hospital (0 9)9867 32 

Al HQum Modem Hospital (09) 990990 

RHP: 

Princess Basroa Hospital .. (02)275555 
QrackCatboCk Hospital (02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafoes Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (03)314111 


1&25 Istanbul (Rl) 

IMS ... London, Paris (RJ) 

was — Cairo (Rl) 

2140 .... New .York. Amsterdam (Rl) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13 JO Cairo (MS) 

1&0O Benghazi (LN) 

3*49 Tripofi, Damascus (PK) 

22*0 Paris (AF) 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tbis infbnaation h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at (he Queen At a latututiaaal 
Airport Td. (&$£3200-5. where k 
should always be verified 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


9*90 

Dubai (RJ) 

ifcoe 

ltd* 

........ Damascus (RJ) 

ifett 

LanraCRJ) 

Jfc45 

Abu Dhabi (RJ 

1140 


17iM 

Madrid (RJ) 

1840 

Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghts 
(Terminal 1) 

0&M Madrid (RJ) 

7:30 ..... Jeddah (RJ) 

12d06 Tush, Casablanca (RJ) 

12s45 Istanbul (RJ) 

12*5 Amstettiam. New York (RJ) 

13:15 : London (RJ) 

1440 Cairo (RJ) 

2M0 Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

2*30 .;Cok»4x>(Rj) 

2*50 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 — Riyadh (RJ) 

21M .... — DfaahrantRJ) 

21*36 Dubai (RJ) 

21*38 .......... Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ> 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

0*55 LinnkarCY) 

®5c55 — Amsterdam \KL) 

0930 Beirut (ME) 

1*00 ....... Sarnia (TY) 


V.. 

1*05 Cairo (MS) 

1*00 Benghazi (LN) 

2Is46 Karachi (PK) *. 

2330 — Para (AF) fj|ll y 

Uppcrdowcr price in 6b per kg. 

Apple 6KV.550 

Apricots 1. 700 / 600 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) - 450 / 400 

Bean 450 / 300 * 

. 150./ 100 
280 

Cnannbers (large) 200/ 150 ' . 

Cocombera (stnaD) 360 / 300 

Eg gp lan t 240/180 

GaSc 900 / 800 

Grapes 700/600 

Grapefruit ..:..™..„_-_.. 280/220 

Lemon (green) .....; 280 / 220 ' 

Lemon (yellow) ....... 500/400 «. 

Mmowflaise) 200/ 150 

Marrow (small) 440 / 400 - 

Okra 800/700 -V-. 

Onioa (dry) ... 220/180 ^4' 

Orange 400/350 V* .- 

. Peaches J..-. „■ 700 / 600 V * 

Plums - 500/400 

Pepper (b«) 240/180 

. Pepper (sweet) „ 400/ 350 

350/300 % 

Sa^e ... 600/500 * 

Sweet melon 260/200 ' . ^ 

Tomatoes ISO/IOO <• .. 

Watermelon 150/40 




J 
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Regent, Dutch 
parliamentarians review 
Middle East issues 






'" lr - 


AMMAN. (J.T). — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Ihesday presented 
Jordan's position with regard to 
the Middle East question daring a 
meeting with a visiting parfiamen- 
tary delegation from the Nether- 
lands, and emphasised thatJor- 
dan was assuming a serious role 
designed to establish a just and 
honourable peace. 

The Regent stressed the im- 
portance of the human dimensidn 
and called on the world powers to 
take into account the sufferings of 
the people in the Middle East 
when planning for the peace pro- 
cess. He also urged the -Western 
countries to give due assistance to 
the Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates evicted from Kuwait. 

The delegation includes Henri- 
cus Aarts, Adriana ns MeDcert, 
■Frans Wdsglas, Meindert Leerl- 
ing, Jacob Konhstomm, Jan 
Arend Lonink. Johan Guahherie 
Van Weezel and Jan Jooren. 
They arrived in Amman Monday 
evening in the course of a tour of 
the region. 

The delegation members, who 
will go to the occupied West 
Bank Wednesday, had a meeting 
Tuesday with Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour who raid dial 
Jordan attached great importance 
to its ties with die Netherlands 
and looks forward to a more 
active role by the Hague wi thin 
the European Community to 


promote the cause of peace in the 
Middle East. 

Dr. Ensour called on Enrope 
. to help establish peace based on 
the international legitimacy and 
the U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. 

The foreign minister drew the 
parliamentary delegation’s atten- 
tion to Israel's intransigent posi- 
tion with regard to a peaceful 
settlement and said that by pur- 
suing their settlement programme 

in the occupied Arab lands, the 
Israelis were placing obstacles in 
the path of peace. 

The minister also drew the 
visitors’ attention to the current 
difficulties facing Jordan in view 
of the additional burden of host-' 
ing the expatriates expelled from 
Kuwait 

The parliamentary delegation 
earlier met with Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat and House 
members to discuss Middle East 
issues and the Palestine problem. 

Speaking for the delegation, 
Mr. Aarts said that the Nether- 
lands. supported Jordan's views 
with regard to demands for safe- 
guarding human rights of all peo- 
ple and said that the delegation’s 
visit to Jordan was deemed im- 
portant in the course of the Dutch 
parliament's c ur re n t fact-finding 
mission designed to help find a 
solution tome Palestine problem. 



Foreign Minister Abdufiah Ensour Tuesday meets a Dutch parlia- 
mentarian delegation wftmh Wednesday wffl be leavf^ for the West 
Bank on a facMhnfing mfsrion (Petra photo) 




Celebrations to mark 



mi*. 




birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The national 
committee in charge of preparing 
for Prophet Mohammad’s birth- 
day celebrations on Sept. 20 held 
a meeting under the chair- 
manship of Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affaire RaefNijem 
and discussed the ministry's 
arrangements for holding the 
celebrations. 

The couumttee.dedded to bold 
the ceremony under file patron- 
age of His Majesty King Hussein 
cm Aug. 19 at King Abdullah Ben 
A1 Hussein Mosque in Amman 
and to hold other celebrations in 
the Kingdom’s goveroorates and 
cities. Organisers also decided to 
form committees which win be 


chaired by the administrative 
governors and will include as 
members Islamic judges, direc- 
tors of the dep a rt m ent s of Awqaf 
and Education in the goveroo- 
rates, the mayors and presidents 
of the chambers of industry to 
supervise the celebrations in 
which public and private institu- 
tions will participate. 

The committee also approved 
organising seminars that wiD be 
aired on radio and television to 
acquaint the public with the occa- 
sion and its significance m history 
and deckled to bold an Islamic 
book exhibition in which local 
publishing houses will display 
their products. 



Police discover fake bomb 
near U.S. embassy 

AMMAN (R) — Jordanian offi- 
cials said on Tuesday they had 
discovered a fake bomb near the 
American embassy in a parking, 
lot used by diplomats. 

They said the device — 
newspaper-wrapped wire coil 
with wooden sticks inside — was 
placed on the wall. of a hotel 
parking lot opposi te the embassy 
c o m poun d and detected by an 
off-duty embassy employee late 
on Monday. 

Police briefly sealed roads 
around the embassy situated on a 


mam street in the centre of Am- 
man. 

“The embassy guards con- 
tacted the police who went and 
examined the device found 
no explosive material in it," an 
official told Renters. “No one has 
been arrested in connection with 
the incident and an investigation 
is still going on.” 

Spokesmen at the U.S. embas- 
sy, which (dans to move next year 
to a heavily-fortified walled com- 
pound at die edge of Amman, 
were not available for comment 




& 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily . Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die listed 
time and place with tbe concerned, institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Art exfaatfoa by Ibrahim AM Rabb Rt the Royal Cultural 
Centre! 

☆ Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artfetSalara Jamfl AiNocrirt 
Alfa Art GaBoy. 

* An eMMen -of naive painting, Dram Germany, at Abdal 
Hamred Shaman Foundation CiBrry (openfag c er em o ny at 
fcOft pom), 


ft Concert by A1 Jed A! Jacfid folk troupe at tbe Royal Cotton] 
Centre — IfcdO pjn. 





ffis Majesty King HnsseinfaBdng to Geoffrey Stern for the BBC World Service progr amm e ‘Leaders and 
Leadership' 

King Hussein interviewed 
on BBC World Service 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
describes how he feels the world 
misunderstood his country's posi- 
tion over Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in a wide ranging inter- 
view being broadcast on BBC 
World Service today, Wednesday 
Sept. 4. 

In the 30-minute interview with 
Geoffrey Stem, King Hussein 
talks frankly about his 38 years in 
office. He describes how he had 
serious doubts about tbe Arab- 
Israeli war of 1987 before it be- 
gan, and how his worst suspicions 
anctfears were confirmed when it 
developed into, what he de- 
scribes, as a disaster for Jordan. 

He also talks of bow be rides 
his motorbike for relaxation and 


points out that during the last 
difficult year he has ridden it 
more often than in the past. 

Introducing the programme 
Geoffrey Stern quotes 
Shakespeare: “Some men are 
bom great, some achieve great- 
ness and some have greatness 
thrust upon them.” He shows 
how King Hussein might be cons- 
idered great in all three respects if 
this test is applied. 

As the grandson of King 
Abdallah, be was bom to great- 
ness, be had it prematurely thrust 
upon him when his grandfather 
was gunned down in front of him 


and his father was too ill to keep 
die throne, and as one of the 
world’s longest serving rulers he 
has acquired the status of a great 
leader. 

Hie interview with King Hus- 
sein can be heard in tbe “Leaders 
and Leadership*’ series on 
Wednesday at 20*30, repeated on 
Thursday, Sept. 5 at 02:30 and 
KkOl (all times GMT). 

Listeners in Jordan can hear 
the programme on 227m MW. 

Note for readers: Cassettes of 
the 30-minute programme will be 
available at the beginning of next 
week from the BBC. 


Tbe above press release was issued by BBC international press 
office, London. 


Workshop tackles agricultural system 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special- 
ised workshop, on “The Future 
Perspective of the Integrated 
Agricultural Systems” has begun 
Monday at the University of Jor- 
dan's Faculty of Agriculture. 

Hie seminar is organised by the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
(JCO), the University of Jordan 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 
with support from the Australian 
government 

Dean of the Faculty of Agricul- 
ture Wabd Abu Gharbiyyeh deli- 
vered an address at the opening 
ceremony of . the workshop in 
winch he commended coopera- 
tion between the governments of 
Jordan and Australia. Dr. Abu 
Gharbiyyeh expressed apprecia- 
tion of the Australian govern- 


ment for extending support to an 
agricultural project whose aim 
was to increase producing legume 
animal feed that will be used for 
fattening sheep. 

He said the workshop aimed at 
»w««ing the achievements of the 
project and at arriving at new 
ideas and strategies that could be 
of use to agriculture in Jordan. 

Australian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Albert Bowker, who 
attended the opening session, de- 
livered an address in which be 
expressed appreciation for tbe 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween the two countries in va- 
rious fields, particularly in agri- 
culture. 

He said the legume animal feed 


project, which was launched 10 
years ago had achieved positive 
results. In addition to producing 
animal feed and fattening sheep, 
he said, the project aims at im- 
proving the composition of soil 
and increasing its fertility. 

Tbe four-day workshop will 
discuss working papers presented 
by specialised experts from the 
University of Jordan, the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology, the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture tbe JCO. 

The papers will deal with the 
uses of legume animal feed, ways 
of exploiting modem agricultural 
systems and providing consultan- 
cy to the agricultural sector in the 
Kingdom. 


Conference tackles population 
in Jordan, growth and needs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Population Commission (NPC) is 
holding a general conference on 
population in Jordan and their 
basic needs between 1991 and 
2005 later this month with the 
participation of local experts in 
population affairs. 

A NPC statement said that the 
confere n ce would review a set of 
studies covering the following: 
population and education; 
population; workforce and 
e mi gration; population and needs 
of water and food; population 
and tiie needs of health services; 
population and public utilities 
and population and the need for 
preserving mothers' and chil- 
dren’s well-being. 

The conference, to be held 
between Sept. 24 and 26, is ex- 
pected to draw up a national 


strategy on the Kingdom’s 
population, according to the 
statement. 

A NPC statement issued last 
April said that Jordan’s popula- 
tion was expected to rise to 
4,849,000 by the end of the cen- 
tury mid to 5,670,000 by tbe year 
2005, np from 3,453,000 at pre- 
sent 

The NPC quoted a recent study 
which revealed that between 1980 
and 1985 the normal population 
growth in Jordan was 3.4 per cent 
annually but that this rate would 
drop to 3.1 per cent between 2001 
and 2005. 

According to tbe NPC secret- 
ary general, tbe estimates and 
predictions about the population 
growth were partly based on a 
census conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics in 1979. 



Naive painting exhibition opens 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Abdul 
Hameed Shorn an Foundation 
Gallery is hosting an exhibition of 
Naive Painting from the Federal 
Republic of Germany in coopera- 
tion with the Goethe-Institot 
Amman, which is currently celeb- 
rating thirty yean of operation 
(1961-1991). Opening today, 
Wednesday, Sept. 4,1991 at 6.*00 
p.m. the exhibition consists of 
eighty-five works by thirty-two 
contemporary German artiste. 

Naive ait has received increas- 
ing notice for several decades and 
enjoys astounding popularity to- 
day. This is reflected in the mass 


of exhibitions and publications as 
weD as the number of new galler- 
ies dealing exclusively within this 
field. 

For the naive artist, panting is 
the hobby which allows him to 
relax after a day of hard and often 
unpleasant work. -This is the 
atmosphere in which he feels at 
home. Hie word “naive” came 
into tiie language in the 18th 
century out of the French, with 
Rousseau's philosophy. The 
French word comes in turn from 
the Latin “uativus”: inborn, 
natural, original. 


Insecticides 
to be sprayed 
in the 

Jordan Valley 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe minis- 
tries of health, agriculture, and 
municipal and rural affairs and 
the environment will soon begin a 
campaign to spray insecticides in 
the Jordan Valley region. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
which is leading tbe campaign, 
said that spraying would be car- 
ried out in cooperation with tiie 
Royal Jordanian Force, the Qvfl 
Defence Department and the 
Jordanian Fanners Federation. 

Spraying of crops and other 
areas will start from Shuneh, in 
the north, and extend to 
Karameh, in the south. The 
spraying campaign, which will be- 
gin Saturday, will seek to elimin- 
ate pests and insects which breed 
in tbe warm region. 

A second stage of tbe cam- 
paign, the ministry said, entails 
spraying insecticides in residen- 
tial areas. The total cost of tiie 
campaign was expected to be JD 
150,000. 

Tbe ministry said that an area 
of 100,000 dunums of land would 
be covered in tbe campaign, 
which will last three weeks. 


UNRWA head pledges 
assistance to needy 
Palestinian returnees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA) for Palestine re- 
fugees will do all in its power to 
offer assistance to the needy peo- 
ple expelled from Kuwait, UN- 
RWA Commissioner General li- 
ter Turkmen promised Tuesday. 

In the meantime, UNRWA is 
going ahead with plans and prog- 
rammes of offering urgent assist- 
ance to the Palestinian refugees 
in the occupied Arab territories, 
particularly those who have lost 
their livelihood after being expel- 
led from Kuwait, Mr. Turkmen 
said during a meeting with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. 

Mr. Turkmen discussed with 
the Regent the general situation in 
Jordan and Palestine in the wake 
of the influx of nearly 300,000 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates in the Kingdom. 

“UNRWA folly realises the 
heavy burden imposed on Jordan 
as a result of the expulsion of the 
Jordanian and Palestinian people 
from Kuwait and will do all it can 
to assist tbe needy people,” Mr. 
Turkmen said. 

UNRWA’s commitments to 
offer services to the Palestinian 
refugees and the impact on Jor- 
dan of the return of the expatri- 
ates were discussed in depth by 
the Regent and Mr. Turkmen 


who arrived in Amman Monday 
evening on a several day visit to 
Jordan. 

The Regent presented the 
Jordanian government’s stand 
vis-a-vis the expelled expatriates 
and the legal and humanitarian 
implications of the expulsion in 
the short and medium terms, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The agency quoted Mr. Turk- 
men as telling the Regent that 
UNRWA, along with the rest of 
the international community, 
condemns the ongoing Israeli set- 
tlement programme and the con- 
struction of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

Mr. Turkmen discussed with 
Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour UNRWA's operations and 
the plight of the returning ex- 
patriates as well as tbe conditions 
of refugees. 

Petra said that the two officials 
bad discussed cooperation be- 
tween the government of Jordan 
and the agency in offering urgent 
services and assistance to the 
returnees. 

Tbe problem of evicted Palesti- 
nians, holding travel documents 
but no t allowed to enter into 
Arab countries or pass in transit 
to Palestine or other countries, 
came up in tbe discussions at the 
Foreign Ministry, the agency 


said. 

The director of the Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs at the 
Foreign Ministry, Dr. Ade! 
Irsheid, also met Mr. Turkmen 
and discussed with him the plight 
of the evicted expatriates and the 
type of assistance UNRWA can 
offer them under the present 
circumstances. 

Mr. Turkmen, who voiced his 
appreciation for Jordan's efforts 
to help the refugees and expatri- 
ates. said that UNRWA would do 
all it can to absorb thousands of 
tiie returning Palestinian expatri- 
ate children into its schools and 
would offer them humanitarian 
and health services. 

UNRWA Director General in 
Jordan Frank de Jonge told the 
Jordan Tunes last month that 
most of the returnee childrer 
were eligible for UNRWA assist- 
ance. 

“For all practical purposes our 
facilities and services are avail- 
able to all needy Palestinians 
regardless of registration," he 
said. 

According to Mr. De Jonge. 
the agency's schools in Jordan 
absorbed 3,000 expatriate chil- 
dren since August 1990 when the 
expatriates started returning 
home from Kuwait following the 
Iraqi invasion of the emirate. 



His Royal EBgjmew Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Tuesday discisMW with UNRWA commis- 
sfooer General Bier Turkmen (second right) and 


UNRWA Director general in Jordan Frank de 
Jonge (centre) assistance to Palestinian returnees 
(Petra photo) 


Seminar participants attack poor 
state of journalism in the Kingdom 


AMMAN (Petra) — The draft 
law on press and publication and 
The Press Association Law has 
come under bitter attacks by 
two noted columnists in the local 
press who said that tiie laws did 
not contribute to the improve- 
ment of journalism in Jordan. 

Salim Swetss, a lawyer by pro- 
fession, said that the Jordanian 
press bad not developed under 
the old press and publication law 
and the martial rule and that the 
press in the 1950s and 1960s was 
much more advanced and more 
objective than it is today. 

Under martial law, newspapers 
and magazines were exposed to 
arbitrary measures stifflmg the 
writers. Unfortunately, local 
newspapers are pursuing the- 
same theme and displaying the 
same lack of objectivity three 
years after tbe end of martial law, 
Mr. Sweiss said during a seminar 
on media in Jordan. 


Mr. Sweiss said he was not 
enthusiastic about the new Press 
and Publication Law as he 
doubted it would offer further 
liberties to the press, owners and 
editors of newspapers. 

Unless journalists are allowed 
to air their views freely and with- 
out any pressure or intimidation, 
and unless new talent is pumped 
into tbe press, there can be no 
improvement to the press and 
media in Jordan, he said. 

Veteran journalist Arafat Hi- 
jra presented a working paper to 
tbe meeting largely focusing on 
the Jordanian Press Association 
(JPA) and hs laws and regula- 
tions. 

Tbe JPA has not taken any 
meaningful steps to raise the stan- 
dard of journalism and has not 
yet taken steps to ensure the 
rights of the journalists or pro- 
vide them with protection against 
arbitrary rule or unemptoyment. 


Mr. Hijazi said. 

He demanded that the JPA law 
be amended to include these pri- 
vileges so that journalism im- 
prove in tbe country. 

Mr. Hijazi, who is also a col- 
umnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily, 
said that three main issues have 
to be tackled by the JPA: These 
are training for new graduates of 
journalism at universities and 
community colleges, absorption 
of experienced journalists return- 
ing from the Gulf states and 
proper handling of those JPA 
members who are no longer ac- 
tive journalists. 

At the outset of the first ses- 
sion, lawyer Suleiman A1 Hadidi 
presented a working paper on the 
press and publication, describing 
it as a qualitative improvement 
over the old law and urging the 
Ministry of Culture and Informa- 
tion to take steps towards its 
enforcement. 



UNITED NATIONS 


ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION 
FOR WESTERN ASIA 

ADVERTISE 

The United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) is 
pleased to announce the establishment 
of its new premises in Amman as follows: 

Shmeisani No. 28 Abdul Hamid 
Sharaf Street. 

Telephone: 694351-8 lines 
Fax: 694980-694981-694982 
Telex: 21691-21697-21689 UNECWA 
P.O.Box: 927115 - Amman. 


£ 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL IN 
AMMAN 

We take children between the ages of 4-1 1 years and are the 
only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum, adapting 
it to the needs of toe International Community. Our language of 
instruction is English, with specialist support for non-English 
speakers. French and Arabic languages also offered. 

All our staff are U.K. qualified. The school provides a pleasant, 
stimulating environment and care is taken to meet toe needs of 
each individual child. 

Places are still available for the Autumn term - commencing 8th 
September. 

NURSERY CLASS We are also pleased to announce a 
nursery class tor 3-4 years olds. Registrations now being taken. 
School office open daily from September 1st. 

Address: P.O.Box 2002, 

Khilda, Amman, 

Telephone: 841070 
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Peace vs. slender hopes 

MUCH CAN stffl happen before October to affect the form of any 
Middle East peace conference. We cannot even be sure that the 

- co nf erence will take place. An impasse has been reached on the 
' question of Palestinian representation and it Is difficalt to see bow 
‘ it can be resolved. 

There Is one view which says that it does not have to be resolved 
became the PLO is in such a weak position that it cannot prevent 
the conference from talcing place on the humiliating terms on 
wbkh the Israeli government is now insisting. According to Dr. 
Nabfl Shaath, chairman of the Palestine National Connell’s 
PolNIcri Committee, these include not oiriy Israel's right to veto the 
i ndwiMi of individual Palestinian delegates within the Joint 
' Jordanian-Palestinian delegation but the requirement that the 
' M* g ,lin " should be Jordanian in name, Ad its Palestinian 

■ members should sit in but not speak and that the head of the 

■ delegati on should submit his speech 24 boors in advance. No doubt 
UJS. pressure could induce land to reduce these demands. But on 
two points Israel wfll not relax: The future status of Jerusalem 
must not be mentioned and there must be no question of 
setf-determination for the Palestinians. It must be dear that this 
latter point is the same as “no exchange of territory for peace” 
because eves in the imlikdy event that Israd were prepared to give 
up the West Bank, it would not be aide to prevent Jordan or the 
U.N. from allowing the Palestinians to set up tbeir own state in the 
future. 

The qnestiaH is w hether, as the U.S. and some other Weston 
“optimists” befieve, a peace conference really can go ahead on 
these terms. Was Shamir right when he told young zealots recently 
In Jerusalem that Israd was consolidating its bold on Eretz Yisraei 
from the Golan to E3at and from the Jordan to the sea and would 
also negotiate peace? A fortnight ago it seemed posable that the 
majority of Pales tinian opinion inside and outside the occupied 
territories might be rtiat to reject the U.S and Israeli terms for 
.participation was a greater danger for the fatnre of the nation than 
accepting. This was the message from lh«ni Aba Sharif and 
others. 

Bat since then the Palestinians have hardened tbeir podtion — 
'as the Israelis almost certainly hoped they would and helped them 
-to do so by piling on the hmwfliati nn- Yasser Arafat stOI 
occasionally allows hims elf to be carried a w ay by rhetoric bat is 
.generally concentrating on the point that the PLO is still m reality 
.the only repres en ta t ive of -the Palestinians and that in no peace 
negotiations in history hasnqe side ben able to dictate who shook! 
represent the other. Modi of the world agrees. 

Yet, as Shamir makes dear, Israel’s turn is. not only to avoid 
making any concessions to the Palestinians bat to secure pence 
treaties with afl the Arab states along the same lines as Cany 
David. This was probably always a delusion but Shamir has smdy 
now destroyed any possibility ft will happen. 

AH this suggests that even if the peace conference takes place it 
wffl last no longer than the 36 ho urs of its predecessor in December 
1973. From opposite viewpoints, Israeli hawks Hke Ariel Sharon 
and doves Hke Meron Benvenisti t h in k this wiH happen and the • 
result will be a new surge towards a Middle East war. In effect the 
Israelis are demanding an unconditional surrender from the Arabs 
for which they are not prepared. 

Perhaps the only favourable portents are not directly related to 
the peace conference but to the hostage question. There are two 
reasons for encouragement. One is that the U.N. is now taking a 
leading position in the negotiations and the other is that the U.S., 
in saying that aB hostages are hostages and should be released, is at 
last putting real pressure on Israel. Although President Bush 
makes the ritual disclaimer of exerting pressure no one doubts that 
be is referring to Sheikh Obrid and the others in Khlam prison. 

If he used the same approach over the peace conference there 
would be some grounds for optimism. But it is late and the hope is 
slender — Middle East International, London. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday expressed regret that the Europeans 

■ are condoning Washington’s current attempts to tamper with the 
! security in Europe and stir disturbances in Yugoslavia in a bid to 

- disrupt the projected European unity in the coming year. The 
paper accused the United States of being behind the latest 
attempt by South Africa to smuggle arms to the separatist groups 
in the Yugoslav nation and said that Europe’s foiling of this 
attempt served as a blow to America’s plots. But the paper noted 
that the Europeans are keeping silent about Washington’s 
conspiracies now that die Soviet Union has collapsed and are 
trying to play the role of mediation among the conflicting factions 
in Yugoslavia in order to maintain security and peace in Europe. 
Washington's tampering with security in Europe means that it is 
intent on creating new conflicts in the continent which had 
witnessed two world wars and it means also that the United States 
wants to impose hegemony on the European nations to forestall 
any threat to America's interests resulting from the expected 
European unity in 1992, the paper noted. It said that the 
European countries are obviously afraid of Washington in the 
wake of the collapse of the Soviet power and are showing 
cowardice in their reaction to the developments on tbeir 
continent. But the paper said, it remains to be seen whether the 
Europeans would remain cowards or would rather muster their 
courage and confront Washington’s evil plots and conspiracies 
with courage so as to avert disunity and a horrible future. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily is critical of the manner in which 
Jordan Television covers events on the local scene. A visit by 
health or supply ministers to various departments under their 
authority is not news at all, amply because these mimsten, and 
others in similar situations, are doing their duty and carrying out 
the tasks entrusted in them, said Eluded Mahadin. The writer said 
viewers do not wish to see ministers coming or going or carrying 
out their duty, but rather coverage of events of interest to the 
public. In case some ministers do not realise it, television 
coverage for trivial events like a minister visiting a department 
affiliated to his administration costs a fortune at a time when the 
Kingdom is reeling under very severe economic and financial 
hardships, the writer noted. He said that a few years ago the 
government issued strict orders prohibiting senior officials going 
in government vehicles to the airport to welcome back a returning 
minister and also banned such scenes on television. The writer 
wondered what ever happened to these orders. He said that 
important issues like unemployment on which all eyes are turned 
. now-a-days should take precedence over other non-impoitant 
affairs like inspection visits. The writer cited as an example die 
recent graduation of 650 trainees from vocational training centres, 
a move seen as an attempt to find employment to job-seekers who 
could take over from non-Jordanians employed in the country. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr.Abdatfa Mafirf 


Economic and social imbalances 


DURING the last two years, Jordan's economic policy managers 
focused their attention on redressing what economists call “imba- 
lances” in a way that suggested they might get obssessed by this 
technical term. Economic imbalances refer, in the current 
Jordanian context, to the notorious budget deficit, .external 
indebtedness and the balance of payment deficit. The latter 
encompasses the trade and foreign exchange deficits. A balance 
of payment constructed for a very long period of say 15-2B years 
will encompass (he external debt unbalance which will figure out 
under the heading “capital movements.” 

Another term, distinct from “economic imbalances” but 
interrelated with them, is “economic distortions” which refer to 
variables impairing free competition such as subsidies, price 
controls, protection and other market imperfections that obstruct 
the interplay of supply and demand forces. 

Tackling imbalances is a legitimate goal of economic policies; 
the ideal economic condition is equilibrium. But the danger is to 
get that done at the expense of creating social imbalances. 
Because the detrimental effects of social imbalances show up 
-visibly only in the longer run, the politicians of the day tend to 
.disregard them so that the country ends up with a sick society and 
much weaker economy. For example, a combination of enduring 
unemployment and increasing cost of living triggered by currency 


devaluation (adopted to combat the trade unbalance) as well as 
eroded purchasing power due to soaring taxes (decreed to curb 
the budget deficit) will expectedly lead to higher rates of crimes, 
thefts and other delinquencies and spread soda! unrest and 
resentment in a way that would waken the social f&rbic and 
ultimately undermine social stability. 

Our long standing social stability started to crumble during the 
first half of 1989 when the impact of the rash policy of the 
devaluation of the Jordan dinar and the concomitant wild jump in 
inflation started to work tbeir way through our social structure. 
Fortunately, two major developments thereafter helped us stem 
social tremors which were in the making. One development was 
the democratisation process which swayed attention away from 
the economic misfortunes of middle and low-income groups, not 
to mention the unemployed. Before the stabilisation effects of tins 
process waned, the Golf crisis had erupted, again shifting 
attention away from economic ills and serving as a shod: 
absorber. These two mo a coincidental happenings must not 
tempt the managers of economic policies to assume that it is safe 
to go on remedying our economic unbalances without giving 
utmost regard to their social implications. 

The keyword in economics is more production. The increase in 
output means higher- incomes and thereby more purchasing 


power, more jobs, more tax revenues, more exports, more 
imports substitution and less imports. It also means more ravings 
and therefore lower propensity to borrow, externally and inter- 
nally, and it emails an increase in aggregate supply which 
normally means containing inflation. More product, in short, is 
the prescription that addresses all tconomkraUlaBcmwitiiofn any 
infringement on social ba lan ces. 

Investment which is of course the engine of growth' and thereby 
higher output has been markedly absent from the list of our 
top-priority goals. It has been overshadowed by the preoccupa- 
tion m tfae elimination of die pre-mentioned imbalances particu- 
larly the budget deficit irre sp ec tiv e, first, of the related adverse 
effects of that on the social balance and, second, its devastating 
impact on the production incentives and the motivation of the 
private sector. 

Certainly the managers of our current economic policies can try 
to buy more time before the social fabric cracks under the 
pressure of eco n om i c woes. They also can bet on more surprise 
developments such as a political settlement in the area. Bar that is 
not a safe road; the effects of the current economic policies on the 
social stability should be duly assessed and seriously considered, 
and right now. When social instability shrikes there is no time to 
adjust economic strategies. 


The European Community and Middle East peace 


By John Palmer 

AFTER years of enforced impo- 
tence languishing at the margins 
of international diplomatic efforts 
to find a negotiated solution to 
the Middle East crisis, the Euro- 
pean Community now confident- 
ly expects to be a key player in 
the next crucial round of the 
peace process. With the prospects 
for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence looking brighter than for 
many years, the European Com- 
munity is now seen by most Arab 
states — though not by Israel — 
as playing: a role second only to 
the United States in assuring any 
final settlement of the Palestine 
problem. 

The enhanced status of the 
Community in Middle East di- 
plomacy obviously has something 
to do with its accelerating evolu- 
tion towards greater political un- 
ion. Important steps have already 
been taken by the 12 member 
states in developing a common 
foreign and security policy. This 
will be taken qualitatively further 
when the 12 EC governments sign 
a treaty on political union in 
Maastricht at the end of this year. 
Relations with Israd and Syria 

The European Community has 
long been a major economic and 
commercial power — not least in 
the Middle East — but its politic- 
al influence has lagged far be- 
hind. In large measure this has 
reflected differences of policy and 
national interest among the 
twelve and their limited capacity 
until recent years to forge a com- 
mon view leading to united ac- 
tion. But this has been less true of 
the Middle East chan of other 


international issues. For the past 
decade and more the EC has 
pressed its view of the basis for a 
negotiated settlement of the 
Palestine-Israel issue which is 
fundamentally about the need for 
Israel to exchange land for peace. 
But while the Community has 
exercised some influence over the 
view Arab states in the region 
have taken of such a settlement, 
its influence over Israel has been 
almost non-existent. 

There have been times in re- 
cent years when EC-Israeli rela- 
tions have come close to breaking 
point. The Shamir government 
and its predecessors have re- 
sented the EC’s regular and in- 
creasingly outspoken denuncia- 
tions of Israel’s settlement policy 
in the occupied territories, its 
willingness (at least until the Gulf 
war) to accept and even promote 
recognition of the PLO as the 
authentic voice of the Palestinian 
people, and its insistence on forg- 
ing direct commercial and aid 
relationships with the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 

The Dutch foreign minister and 
current president of the Euro- 
pean Community Council of 
Ministers, Hans van den Broek, 
therefore surprised journalists 
early in July when he said that he 
both “hoped and expected that 
there will be a Middle East inter- 
national peace conference held 
before the end of the year." The 
EC’s hopes for such a conference 
were, of course, well known. 
What was less clear were van den 
Broek's grounds for optimism. 

One answer seems to have 
been that the Dutch presidency 
had been given advance notice 
that Syria would reply positively 
to President George Bush’s letter 


on the conference. The night 
before President Hafez A1 
Assad's letter of reply to 
Washington, Community diplo- 
mats were confidently briefing 
that Syria was ready to join the 
peace process while U.S. officials 
were still much more pessimistic. 

Behind the scenes, the Euro- 
pean Community has been active 
in seeking to influence thinking in 
Damascus about the peace con- 
ference. Ever since the Gulf cri- 
sis. when Syria joined the anti- 
Iraq coalition, EC governments 
have been rebuilding political 
links with Damascus, breached 
after the Hindawi affair in 1986. 
Even Britain agreed to resume 
full diplomatic relations and with- 
drew its veto over a S150 million 
EC loan package which was 
frozen in 1986 because of alleged 
Syrian support for terrorism. 
Moreover the Community agreed 
to include Syria in a $2 billion 
five-year aid programme to cover 
a number of Middle East coun- 
tries. 

The- British even went one 
stage further during a meeting of 
EC foreign ministers in The 
Hague during July and somewhat 
that the Community lift its 
embargo on arms sales to Syria. 
Although the Dutch presidency 
said that it had no plans to prop- 
ose this at present, the very fact it 
was raised reflected the markedly 
warmer relations between the EC 
and the Syrian regime. 

There was a second reason for 
van den Broek's upbeat assess- 
ment of the outlook for a negoti- 
ated settlement in the Middle 
East. A month earlier the Israeli 
government appeared to have 
withdrawn its objections to the 


By Andrew Browne 
Reuter 

PEKING — Locked into tiny 
“punishment cells” in Peking 
number two prison, China's 
two most prominent dissidents 
are entering the second week of a 
hunger strike, one reportedly 
gravely ill with hepatitis-B.. 

Meanwhile, China's state 
media on Sunday trumpeted the 
latest capitalist reforms that have 
filled the rice bowls of the world’s 
most populous nation, with cash 
to spare for television sets and 
video recorders. Newspapers re- 
ported that future markets for 
grains are to be set up. 

These two contrasting events 
illustrate dramatically the present 
course of Chinese socialism, and 
might explain ■ why it is far too 
early to write an obituary for the 
Chinese Communist Party as its 
Soviet counterpart is proclaimed 
dead and buried after a failed 
coup. 

Riddled with corruption and 
often a public laughing stock with 
its empty revolutionary slogans, 
the world’s largest Communist 
Party has nevertheless delivered 
the goods. 

The price has been democratic 
freedoms. Chinese leaders calcu- 
late it is a price their citizens are 
prepared to pay, and they may 
not be unduly worried by the 
collapse of Soviet communism. 

Chen Ziming. 39, and Wang 
Juntao, 33, the alleged “black 
hands” behind pro-democracy 
protests in 1989, began their hun- 
ger strike last week to protest 
against prison conditions. 

Their crime was to challenge 
Communist Party supremacy — 
by “counter-revolutionary rebel- 
lion.” After seeing their move- 
ment crushed by tanks', each was 
jailed for 13 years. 

Because family and friends 
defy the party and speak out on 
their behalf, Mr. Chen and Mr. 
Wang are known in the West. 


Hundreds of other faceless dissi- 
dents languish in jails across the 
country. Western human rights 
groups say. 

In crushing the democratic 
movement, China's leaders were 
following an ancient Chinese 
maxim: “Kill a chicken to scare 
the monkeys.” They have suc- 
ceeded. 

It is not fear alone that sustains 
Chinese communism. 

Peking residents may grumble 
about poor housing, curse the 
government for raising food 
prices and fret about inflation, 
but they are not hungTy. In this 
late summer, food stalls in the 
capital's private markets are 
laden with ripe peaches - and 
melons, fresh vegetables and lean 
pork. 

Diplomats say the demise of 
the Soviet party will only con- 
vince China's communists they 
were right decisively to crush 
political dissent while loosening 
economic controls. 

China's Communist Party, un- 
like its Soviet counterpart, ex- 
tends control through the military 
and state institutions right down 
to the residential alleyways, di- 
plomats say. It is a far more 
potent force, they say. 

Peking citizens need no remin- 
der of the cost of political and 
economic chaos in the Soviet 
Union. 

Hawkers in “silk alley” display 
racks of shirts to Soviet and East- 
ern European buyers who shuffle 
between the stalls in tatty shoes 
haggling for hours over loose 
change. 

China’s party is not only surviv- 
ing. it is flourishing. The People’s 
Daily said in May that 2.4 million 
people had joined since 1989, 
when the pro-democracy move- 
ment was smashed. Total mem- 
bership is about 50 million. 

It may not be revolutionary 
ideals that attract converts; Indi- 
viduals in the party benefit more 


than most from economic re- 
forms. Sons and daughters of 
high-level cadres resemble Wall 
Street yuppies, heading invest- 
ment houses and trading firms. 

The party has all but aban- 
doned vast coastal swathes to 
capitalism. While crowds took to 
Moscow streets last week to de- 
fend democracy, thousands of 
Shanghai residents blocked roads 
to queue to buy shares in the first 
public offering by a property 
company. 

Hardliners who have tightened 
their grip on power sirnx 1989 are 
‘forced to accept reality. It is the 
coastal provinces that provide the 
engine of growth for the eco- 
nomy, and it is a thriving eco- 
nomy that keeps them in power. 

Communist leaders have be- 
come the unwilling proponents of 
capitalist reform, and might even 
be forced to accelerate the pace 
as state industry collapses. 

For Peking, more worrying 
than the collapse of Soviet com- 
munism is possible break-up of 
the Soviet Federation. The pros- 
pect of unrest along China's long 
land border with the Soviet Un- 
ion, straddled by ethnic minor- 
ities, strikes fear into the lead- 
ership, diplomats say. 

Diplomats say Peking’s second 
major anxiety will be internation- 
al isolation under a new world 
order dominated by the United 
States. Chinese communist lead- 
ers see U.S. plots all around them 
to bring down their socialism 
system. 

Reflecting these concerns, par- 
ty Chairman Jiang Zemin on 
Saturday lashed out at foreign 
countries seeking to spread their 
ideology. 

“The system or lifestyle prac- 
tised in a country is the business 
of the people of that country 
themselves, and no foreign nation * 
should intervene,” Mr. Jiang said. 
“No country should impose its 
type of ideology on others.” 1 


European Community’s parti- 
cipation in the proposed Middle 
East conference. But Israel's in- 
sistence that the EC role in such a 
conference would be at a lower 
level than the other two sponsors, 
the U.S. and the USSR, is re- 
jected out of hand by the twelve. 

During a visit to Brussels by 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy in June, the 12 EC countries 
went further than ever in offering 
the prospect of a privileged long- 
term economic and trade rela- 
tionship with Israel. The idea was 
that the EC, which is by far brad's 
largest export market, might 
allow the kind of access to the 
planned 1 9-nation “European 
Economic Area” which the non- 
EC countries of the European 
Free Trade Area have negotiated 
with the Community. 

The catch, from Israel's point 
of view, is that such an agreement 
would depend on its agreeing to 
take a constructive part in the 
proposed peace conference. Until 
the end of July it was still far from 
dear how the Shamir government 
and the Israeli coalition hardlin- 
ers would respond. 

Optimism at last 

European Community leaders 
now believe that almost all the 
obstacles to a peace conference 
have been removed. But they 
continue . to insist that Israel 
should have no right of veto over 
the composition of the Palesti- 
nian delegation, which should be 
free to include residents of Jeru- 
salem. since East Jerusalem is 
viewed as part of the occupied 
territories. 

EC leaders contrast the grow- 
ing concensus for a negotiated 
settlement of the Palestine-Israel 


problem with the almost total 
lack of response when the EC 
first issued the Venice Declara- 
tion in 1980. The Venice Declara- 
tion recognised the rights of the 
PaJestimans to self-determination 
and to be directly represented at 
any peace conference. Not only 
was this rejected ont of hand by 
the Israeli government for years 
afterwards, it was also studiously 
ignored by successive U.S. admi- 
nistrations. Part of tfae reason for 
the somewhat greater optimism 
begin expressed m Europe at 
present is the conviction — 
whether justified or not — that 
American patience with Israel’s 
intransigence is running out. 

EC diplomats point to the fact 
that U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker has been readier 
■than any of his predecessors to 
use harsh language to deplore the 
Israeli government's reluctance 
to agree to negotiations and to 
condemn Israel’s settlement poli- 
cies in the occupied territories. 
Whether or not this optimism is 
ultimately justified will only be- 
come dear when we see whether 
a peace conference actually gets 
under way this autumn and we 
can judge its results — if any. But 
if Israeli intransigence is seen in 
Europe to be the only or the main 
obstade to the desired settlement 
of the Palestine dispute. EC- 
Israeli relations seem certain to 
become more turbulent again. 

Pressnre on Israel? 

If the conference fails because 
Israel refuses to negotiate 
seriously with the Palestinians 
there is bound to be proposed for 
. the twelve to freeze the suggested 
privileged trading relationship 
with Israel. There will also be 


demands from some European 
states for more direct help to the 
Palestinians, if necessary by 
bypassing the Israeli authorities. 
Conversely, some at least of the 
EC governments will want to take 
steps to improve relations with 
the PLO which suffered over the 
Gulf crisis. For the present, 
however, the EC will press for 
acceptance of a Palestinian de- 
legation to the conference which 
has the endorsement of the PLO. 
even if it does not formally con- 
sist of PLO representatives. 

The sou the ran EC member 
states, such as Italy and Spun, 
have already ‘ warned that 
Europe ’5 interests are not served 
' by the loss of PLO influence in 
the occupied territories to the 
Islamic fundamentalists. On the 
other hand, the European Com- 
munity is pressing the PLO lead- 
ership hard behind the scenes to 
be as accommodating as possible 
in getting an acceptable Palesti- 
nian delegation to any interna- 
tional peace conference. 

Should the peace process get 
under way. the involvement of 
the European Community in the 
Middle East region as a whole is 
likely to increase. Whether or not 
the Community becomes a 
guarantor of any settlement, it 
has already made clear its willing- 
ness to participate in the econo- 
mic and social development of 
the region which a resolution of 
the political and security issues 
would make possible. 

John Palmer, based in Brussels, is 
European editor of The Guar- 
dian. The article is reprinted from 
die London-based Middle East 
International. 


Soviet communism may be dead, 
but in China it flourishes 


iulf Arab states unlikely t 
set up new security force 


By Mariam Isa 

Reuter 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Gulf 
Arab states are likely to scrap 
proposals for & 100.000-strong 
joint security force in favour of 
reliance on their own armies and 
bilateral agreements with foreign 
powers. Gulf based diplomats 
say. 

Governments of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), grappling with the logis- 
tics of a defence- plan for the 
oil-rich area, would decide to 
increase the size of tbeir indi- 
vidual armies, the diplomats said.' 

But an Omani proposal for an 
independent force presented to 
military duels of staff in Muscat 
last week was unlikely to get off 
the ground because of lack of 
manpower, funds and problems 
in resolring its command struc- 
ture, they said. 

“No one is viewing the idea as 
practical — there are too many 
difficulties — where are the men 
going to come from, who will pay 
for the force and who will -com- 
mand it,” said a senior Western 
diplomat in region. 

“As last year’s events recede 
from people’s memory, the GCC 
will become less and less inclined 
to set up a new security structure. 
But there will be an increase in 
the national forces of hi dividual 
states,” be added. 

Diplomats said GCC states — 
Kuwait Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman — believed they could 
do little by themselves to counter 
a resurgent threat from neigh- 
bours Iraq or Iran. 

Impressed with the success of 
operation Desert Storm, most of 
the sparsely populated GCC 
states were content to rely on 
trilateral agreements with foreign 
powers — mainly the United 


States — if a similar crisis crop- 
ped up again, they said. 

This would not include perma- 
nent bases for ground troops but 
terms under which Washington 
would store weapons and carry 
out joint naval and air exercises 
in the area, tfae diplomats said. 

Kuwait, the only Gulf state 
clamouring for U.S. ground 
troops and bases, said this week it 
was about to sign such an agree- 
ment. Diplomats said Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia were engaged 
in similar talks with Washington. 

But some diplomats said talks 
between Washington and Saudi 
Arabia on storage of U.SJ 
weapons had hit snags because of 
Saudi concern over objections 
from Muslim conservatives. 

“The Saudis were in favour of 
the idea just after tfae war but are 
having second thoughts — if 
material is pre-poationed, who 
wiH control ft?” one Riyadh-based 
diplomat said. 

Plans by Washington to set up 
a command and control centre in 
Bahrain or die UAE have also so 
far failed to materialise. 

There are still 38,000 U.S. ser- 
vicemen in the. area, including 
4,900 from the air force and 
16,000 from the navy. 

Diplomats said U.S. ships — 
which have maintained a Gulf 
presence for more than four de- 
cades — and some air force per- 
sonnel were likely to remain in 
the Gulf for the forseeable fu- 
ture. 

GCC states and their two main . 
Arab allies, Egypt and Syria, last 
month shelved plans for a 26,000- 
man army of Egyptians and Sy- 
rians which was to have been 
financed with GCC money. 

Disputes arose over the size, 
cost and make-up of the force but 
Gulf diplomats said the main snag, 
was tiie reluctance of conserva- 
tive Gulf rulers tohave Egyptian 


and Syrian soldiers based per- 
manently in their countries. 

GCC foreign ministers meeting 
in Kuwait acknowledged instead 
that individual states could seek 
military help from allies as 
needed — a formula agreed at a 
GCC summit in Doha last De- 
cember — the diplomats said. 

During the summit — held in 
the run-up to the - war to force 
Iraq out of Kuwait — GCC lead- 
ers asked Oman’s Sultan Qaboos 
to draw up a joint defence plan, 
the diplomats said. 

His committee, which included 
ministers from other GCC states, 
proposed the creation of a 
100,000 man force drawn from 
each of the six countries. The 
force would have been in addition 
to existing GCC armies, replacing 
the 10.000-stroog joint Peninsula 
Shield force based at Hafr AJ 
Baten tn Saudi Arabia. 

No decision was taken at last 
week’s meeting in Muscat and 
GCC chiefs of staff would meet 
again in October to discuss tfae 
plan, ahead of the next GCC 
summit scheduled to take place 
m Kuwait in December, the di- 
plomats said. 

“The idea is not going to fly — 
no-one wants to put tbeir forces 
under someone else’s command,” 
one diplomat stud. 

“It’s more likely they will de- 
cide to increase capability of indi- 
vidual military forces and help 
each other in time of crisis — they 
might also deride to enlarge the 
existing Peninsula Sheikl force,” 
be said. 

Gulf-based officials say the 
Peninsula Shield, grouping each 
GCC unit under national com- 
mand, did not act when Iraqi 
troops massed at the. Kuwaiti 
border last rammer because the 
emirate did not ask for tbeir help. 
Fearing an escalation of tension, 
Kuwait simply brought its brigade 
in the force home. 
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By Jorge Mederos 

The Associated Press 

BRASILIA — Simon Bolivar, 
liberator and statesman, said 150 
years ago that Latin America's 
future depended on wot) 
together. Tlw future has 
bat not much cooperation. - 

“Sooth America must be' a 
society of united, strong and 
powerful nations,” was how the 
continent's hero pot it. 

Over the generations that fol- 
lowed, ringing speeches and 
reams of documents extolled 
Latin “integration.” 

It never happened. Political 
rivalries, border dispates and 
fierce nationalism got m the way. 1 
They still do, but a chance may be 
in the wind. 

. The befief is growing that Latin 
America most unite in order to 
strive its pressing economic prob- 
lems and compete with common 
markets — established or emerg- 
ing — in Europe, North America 
ami Asia. 

In Guadalajara, Mexico, last 
month, a mmmi t of 21 IJtm 
american countries recom- 
mended creation of a regional 
chamber of commerce to streng- 
then trade. 

“Latin America is a desert co- 
vered with words and rhetoric,” 
President Carlos Menem of 
Argentina said at the conference. 
“Together, we can do nuns.” 
Caries Langoni, a former 
president of the Brazilian Central 
Bank, said in an interview: “The 
interactional wave of integration 
isso dear, there’s simply no other 
way to go.” 

In Latin American politics, 
knowing the best course is often 
much easier thanfoDowing it, and 
the variety of cultures doesn't ' 
help. Consensus is difficult even 
within some nations, let alone in 
the entire region. 

Right now.the nations of Latin' 
America tend to be like islands,) 
each trading with ‘ the United. 
States, Europe or Japan instead 
of die other. 

Brazil, for example,' makes cars 
that are cheapr than those built in 
Argentina, but Argentina won't 
let Brazilian cars in. 

Argentina, after much effort. 


Pacific oc k a it 


succeeded in exporting large 
quantities of diapers to Brazil. 
Brazilian diaper manufacturers, 
whose protected prices are high- 
er, still complain about it. 

Lmz Pedone, who teaches poli- 
tical science at the University of 
Brasilia, reduced it to a fairly 
- simple formula: “When common 
strategic interests exist, there will 
be political agreement, but it’s 
impossible when interests con- 
flict.” 

Integra tionists say the pitfalls 
of the past can be skirted by 
starting small. Several trading 
alliances already exist, at least on 
paper 

— In March, Brazil, Argenti- 
na, Uruguay and Paraguay 
formed the southern cone com- 
mon market, known as Mercosur, 
with the goal of eliminating all 
trade barriers by 1995. But Chile, 
which has Latin America's most 
open, stable economy, has not 
accepted an invitation to join. 

— The United States, Canada 
and Mexico are working out a 
free trade agreement that also 
may indude Chile, and Chile is 
negotiating individual agree- 
ments with Venezuela and Col- 
ombia. 

— Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, 
Venezuela and Bolivia have 
agreed to eliminate tariffs within 
the Andean Pact in January and 
to end all trade restrictions in 
1995. Chile left the Andean Pact 
after armed forces seized power 
in 1973, but the new civilian 
government has said it may re- 
turn. 

— Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Guatemala, El Salvador and Cos- 
ta Rica are trying to revive the 
30-year-old Central American 
common market. 

— Venezuela, Colombia and 
Mexico signed an energy coop- 
eration agreement and talk of a 
common market by July. 1994. 

Enrique Iglesias, president of 
the Interamerican Development 
Bank,- said in an interview that 
the various arrangements do not 
rival or exdude each other. 

“On the contrary,” be said, 
they are “compatible and open to 
integration. " 

Advocates of integration fore- 
see a common market that Carlos 



ATI AMT IC 
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Perez Del Castillo, secretary of 
the Latin American Economic 
System, said would 'integrate the 
region's flow of capital, services 
and stock exchanges. 

Carla Hills, the U.S. trade rep- 
resentative, has said Mercosur 
and a North American free-trade 
agreement involving the United 
States, Canada and Mexico could 
lead to the hemispheric free-trade 
zone proposed by President 
George Bush. 

“The climate for Latin Amer- 
ican integration has never been so 
favourable,*' said Adolfo Lopez, 
a spokesman for the Andean 
Pact. 

Latin Americans have heard it 
all before. 

In the 1960s, the pro-integra- 
tion movement created the Latin 
American Free Trade Associa- 
tion, but many members ignored 
it and restricted imports to pro- 
tect local industries. Its name 
was changed in 1980 to the Latin 
American Association of Integra- 
tion, commonly called ALADI. 

“ALAD1 hasn't worked be- 
cause of a basic inconsistency 
with domestic policy,” said Mr. 
Langoni, the former president of 
Brazil’s Central Bank. “Every- 
one was trying to reach the im- 
possible dream of self-suffi- 
ciency.” 

That dream ended with the 
economic crash of the 1980s. In- 
flation and unemployment soared 
throughout Latin America and 
tire combined foreign debt rose to 
$450 billion. 

“In the 1980s, there was a dear 


change,” Mr. Langoni said. 
“Everyone now is looking at ex- 
port-oriented economies. There's 
no chance at all of going back.'* 

The symbol of the new coop- 
eration is Mercosur. It was con- 
ceived in 1985 by Brazil and 
Argentina, historic rivals that be- 
gan cooperating after both re- 
placed military regimes with civi- 
lian governments. 

“We have never been so dose 
to achieving integration,” said 
Francisco Rezek, foreign minister 
of Brazil. 

Old suspidons linger, however. 

President Carlos Menem 
annoyed Brazil when he 
announced in August 1990 that 
Argentina was joining the naval 
blockade of Iraq. The Argentine 
president did not warn other 
Latin American leaders, although 
Brazil and Argentina have a sys- 
tem of permanent consultations. 

Argentina also irritated its 
neighbours by abandoning the 
Latin American bloc at a meeting 
of the U.N. Human Rights Com- 
mission in Geneva to support a 
U.S. motion against Cuba. 

Even if cooperation is possible, 
many people question the be- 
nefits. 

“Integration is tbe style now, 
but a 'onion of the poor* is 
senseless,” Alexandre Barros of 
tbe political consulting firm Early 
warning, said in an interview. 

“The problem is, these coun- 
tries all produce the same things. 
They’ll learn the hard way, in two 
or three years, that alliances with 
the first world make more sense.” 


Zoubir Souissi: Setting the tone 


Soviet congress studies draft 


(Continued from Page 1) 

(category). I think that the for- 
mula “tire union of sovereign 
states' enables us to take all that 
into consideration.'' 

Mr. Gorbachev’ acted after 
several deputies had criticised 
aspects of the proposals he had 
made for transitional structures, 
which in any case would only be 
in force until a new constitution 
and union treaty between repub- 
lics are concluded. 

Some deputies wanted to keep 
die old Supreme Soviet, now the 
standing parliament.- Others 
argued that the proposal for a 


council of representatives (fid not 
indude any representation from 
the country’s “autonomous” re- 
publics containing ethnic minor- 
ities. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speech may 
well have been influenced by the ' 
conclusion of a joint meeting of 
committees, on legislation and 
constitutional supervirion, re- 
leased (m Tuesday afternoon. 

It said the Supreme Soviet 
should be preserved for tbe tran- 
sitional period, keeping its law- 
making functions. 

But it backed tbe other two 
main parts of tbe propos a ls be- 
fore the congress — a state coun- 


cil of Mr. Gorbachev and republi- 
can leaders to coordinate foreign 
and internal issues, and an inter- 
republican economic committee 
to manage the economy. 

• The proposals were sprang by 
Mr. Gorbachev and 10 republican 
leaders on an unsuspecting con- 
gress Monday morning. Mr. Gor- 
bachev said they had been re- 
evaluated by their originators 
during breaks in the legislative 
session since then. 

“Especially intensely debated 
was a proposal to set up a council 
of representatives,” be said. Tbe 
proposed council would have had 
20 members from each republic. 

“Our opinion boils down to, 
and this is a joint opinion, that 


maybe we should realise this idea 
not through the council of repre- 
sentatives but through the Sup- 
reme Soviet,” he said. 

“Now I trust him entirely, or 
almost entirely,” said Mr. Yelt- 
sin, who has long been Mr. Gor- 
bachev's chief rival but also 
staunchly supported the Soviet 
president daring last month's 
failed coup. 

But Mr. Yeltsin said of Mr. 
Gorbachev. 

“Now this is his last chance. If 
he continues together with the 
democratic movement and Russia 
and he recognises the indepen- 
dence of all the other republics, 
yes, his political life will be ex- 
tended.” 


By Tom Porteoos 

ALGIERS, Algeria — Zoubir 
Souissi and his journalist col- 
leagues launched Algeria's first 
independent commercial evening 
newspaper in September 1990. 
Less than a year later they are at 
the very forefront of the private 
sector which is struggling to 
emerge in Algeria after almost 
three decades of socialist one- 
party rule left the country's eco- 
nomy in ruins. 

Mr. Souissi’s battle with the 
state bureaucracy and public sec- 
tor to get Le Soir tTAigeric off 
tbe ground is a somber reminder 
of the old system’s resistance to 
change, but the fact that he has 
not only succeeded, but is on his 
way to building a small media 
empire is a hopeful sign for those 
like Souissi who see private enter- 
prise as the only way to rescue 
Algeria from its economic crisis. 

A professional journalist with 
many years of experience, Mr. 
Souissi says the realisation that 
the old system was no good came 
to him one day when he was 
working at his old job in the 
state- run Algerian news agency. 
There was an accident m the 
street outride, a man run over by 
a car. All the journalists of the 
agency flocked to one balcony, 
remembers Souissi, wbile all tbe 
pbotograhpers flocked to 
another, to watch the man being 
scraped from the road. But no- 
one thought of writing a story or 
taking a photograph. 

“At the time, the general view 
was that if someone was smashed 
by a motor car, that was not a 
piece of news,” says Mr. Souissi. 
Le Soir d'Algerie is one of several 
new Algerian newspapers which 
has changed this concept of what 
makes news. Each day, the pap- 
er, which is partially modelled on 
British popular newspapers like 
the Sun and the Drily Mirror, 
brings its readers the details of 
some accident or crime. 

Tobloid and easy to read, Le 
Soir is packed with TV schedules, 
sporting news, games and com- 
petitions, as well as advertise- 
ments and personal announce- 
ments. Although it is not without 
political content, Le Soir stu- 
diously avoids the long wooden 
political commentaries which are 
the hallmark of the traditional 
Algerian socialist press. 

Commercially, says Mr. Souis- 
si, the formula has proved a great 
success, even though the paper is 
financially independent of the 
state. Already the public sector 
press where Le Soir is printed 
produces as many copies as it can 
(150,000). Mr. Souissi and bis 
associates are now negotiating a 
loan to start their own private 
press where they can meet de- 
mand by printing more copies, 
and where they can produce the 
new titles they have in mind; a 
sports newspaper and * popular 
weekly magazine. Unthinkable 
just a couple of years ago, they 
are also looking for foreign inves- 
tors to improve the finaciri base 
of the enterprise. 

It was just over a year ago that 
Mr. Souissi and four other jour- 
nalists decided to lauch Le Soir. 
In March 1990, as part of its 
programme of economic and poli- 
tical reform rimed at rescuing the 
country from a growing crisis, the 
government announced new leg- 
islation encouraging the creation 
of independent newspapers. 
Formerly the press had been the 
jealously guarded fief of the one- 
party state, but not the regime 
was promising political pluralism 
and press freedom. 


Two months later Mr. Souissi 
and his colleagues produced the 
first dummy edition of Le Soir in 
a private apartment. The paper 
was registered in all the necessary 
departments of the bureaucracy, 
a limited liability company was 
formed, and the team was all set 
to start publishing for real in June 
1990, taking advantage of the 
local elections and the World Cup 
football championship which 
were then attracting most of the 
public’s attention. But just before 
Le Soir was due to launch, the 
government said the money it had 
promised to support it was no 
longer available. Mr. Souissi was 
told to go to the bank for a loan 
like any other private enterprise. 
The bank agreed to loan the cash 
needed to buy a computer sys- 
tem, but no more. 

“The banker's calculation was 
simple,” says Souissi. “If the 
paper went bust he could always 
sell the equipment and recoup his 
loan. For him there was no risk. 
For us there was still the problem 
of finding the capital to start 
operating.” Eventually Mr. 
Souissi persuaded the director of 
the Sporting Palace of Algiers to 
put up the cash, and Le Soir 
appeared on the streets in 
September. But there was still the 
problem of distribution. 

“In Algeria's monolithic sys- 
tem, everything belongs to the 
state,*' says Mr. Souissi, "includ- 
ing the press distribution com- 
pany. We knew that if we gave 
the paper to them to distribute, 
they wouldn't give a damn 2 nd we 
would never get our money. With 
the big state-run publications 
they had a completely idiotic 
system by which they paid up 
every two months. In the old 
system that didn't matter because 
no-one bothered about payment. 
We were a small business with no 
money, no financial power and 
no political party behind us. But 
we stick fiercely to our independ- 
ence." 

Le Soir solved the distribution 
problem by getting a local 
businessman to start bis own dis- 
tribution company. This broke 
the monopoly on the state dis- 
tribution company which in turn 
has felt the winds of change and 
competition and subsequently 
agreed to reasonable terms for 
the distribution of Le Soir outside 
of the capital, in Oran and Con- 
stantine. 

Together with a small number 
of other new independent pub- 
lications, Le Soir has also broken 
the state's monopoly on advertis- 
ing. The paper has its own adver- 
tising department and everyone 
who works at the paper, from 
drivers to journalists, takes a 10 
per cent commission on any 
advertising space they sell. At 
present there is no shortage of 
buyers. Mr. Souissi even thinks 
the paper contains too many 
adverts and hopes to cut down as 
soon as the enterprise is running 
on a Secure enough financial 
base. 

With even the big state fi- 
nanced papets like Al Moudjahid 
having to adapt to the changing 
rules and a market-oriented eco- 
nomy, Mr. Souissi reckons that 
Le Soir is well placed to cope with 
a more competitive future. Le 
Soir has from the start sought to 
keep costs down and efficiency at 
a maximum. While Al Moudjahid 
employs 220 people in its admi- 
nistrative department alone (not 
counting journalists and techni- 
cians), Le Soir employs only 70 
people altogether. 

“We are moving towards a 
market economy,” says Mr. 


Souissi. “In the future, if some- 
one has a deficit at (he end of the 
year, the state is not going to pay 
his bill and his operation will have 
to dose down. We are already 
operating on this basis, so we are 
the avant garde, the pioneers.” 

Mr. Souissi, whose paper's suc- 
cess depends to a great extent on 
the success of Algeria’s economic 
reform programme, says it is still 
too early to judge the progress of 
that programme. ' But he notes 
that there is a growing under- 
standing in Algeria's business 
community that unless the re- 
forms begin the bite, unless the 
system changes radically and fast, 
then the country is heading for 
political as well as economic dis- 
aster. 

As a journalist, Souissi is well 
aware of the roots of tbe prob- 
lem: 30 years of one-party nile 
have institutionalised corruption, 
mismanagement and incompe- 
tence to a point where, under the 
present system, Algeria is incap- 
able of enjoying even a small 
fraction of its great mineral, agri- 
cultural and human potential. 
Ljhe situation is aggravated by the 
foreign debt problem which swal- 
lows more than half of Algeria’s 
export income as service pay- 
ments on a $25 billion debt. This 
means that the country can only 
pay for much needed develop- 
ment projects by taking out furth- 
er loans. 

An important result of all this 
is that the state has failed more 
and more to fulfill its soda! 
obligation — providing housing, 
jobs, health services and educa- 
tion to a fast-growing population. 
Mass unemployment, deteriorat- 
ing living standards, huge price 
increases, an acute housing crisis 
and a shortage of places at 
schools and universities have cre- 
ated a vast reservoir of social 
discontent and frustration espe- 
cially among the young. And it is 
here that the Islamic Salvation 


Front has found much of its spec- 
tacular support for its project of 
creating an Islamic state in Alger- 
ia. 

In spite of political liberalisa- 
tion designed to ease such ten- 
sions, the Islamic movement's 
campaign of protest and agitation 
led to violent confrontations be- 
tween militants and police in ear- 
ly June and a hardline crackdown 
on the fundamentalists. On a 
bookcase in Mr. Souissi's office 
stands a little display of different 
types of tear gas canisters — a 
reminder of the violence of early 
June when tbe Islamic militants 
occupied the offices of Le Soir 
and other papers which they ac- 
cused of biased repotting. 

“The militants were throwing 
their rnoknov cocktails at the 
police from the roof.” says Mr. 
Souissi pointing to the ceiling, 
"and the police threw back their 
tear gas canisters from the street. 
We have a whole sackful next 
door.” Mr. Souissi admits that his 
paper is against the Islamic move- 
ment. He believes the fun- 
damentalists' programme would 
be a disaster for tbe country in all 
respects, and be is not afraid to 
express this belief in his own 
weekly column in Le Soir. But 
Mr. Souissi underlines tbar Le 
Soir is also critical of the other 
Opposition parties and of the gov- 
ernment, sticking to an independ- 
ence of a kind whicb would have 
been impossible only a few years 
ago. The message which Mr. 
Souissi and his team appear to be 
keenest to promote is that the 
political and economic reforms 
which gave life to Le Soir 
d’Algerie must continue and must 
succeed. 

“Without them this country is 
condemned," says Mr. Souissi. 
“They are absolutely necessary. 
The country cannot continue to 
function as it has in the past. It is 
necessary to rebuild the whole 
country." — (WNL). 



TIME TO SPEAK OUT 

On September 9, the U.S. Congress will vote on awarding 
Israel $10 billion which will be used to Illegally build new 
settlements on Palestinian land. This continued theft of 
Arab land violates Palestinian human rights, international 
law and U.N. resolutions. If you are Jordanian, Arab- 
American, American or know someone in the U.S. who 
opposes these illegal acts we will provide you with 
addresses and fax numbers of members of the Congress 
and Senate. It is our duty to speak out against continued 
U.S. aid to Israel and illegal Israeli settlements on Arab 
lands, in the meantime, everyone is urged to write or fax a 
letter of protest to the U.S. representative in the United 
Nations and Secretary of State James Baker. 

Ambassador Thomas R. Pickering 
U5L Mission to the U.N. 

799 U.N, Plaza 

N.Y . , N.Y. 10017 U.SJL 

(Fax #: 212-415-4443) 

Secretary of State James Baker 
UJi. Department of State 
2201 C Street N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20520 U.SJL 
Phone: 202-647-4910 
(Fax #: 202-6470244) 

For those who do not have access to a tax 
machine we will be happy to tax your messages at 
cost For more Information or assistance please 
call the ADC (Arab-Amerlcan Anti-DIscrlmlnation 
Committee) office after 4:00 p.m. 

Tel: 693263 / 699805 

Volunteers to help In this campaign are welcomed to 
Arab-Amerlcan Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) Amman Chapter. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KANAKA SONS 

JTCL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


kVS 




Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sate - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

Also many lots of tend are) 
available for sale. 

jFor further details, please) 
-■ call ' 

lAbdonn Rial 


|TeL 610605, 810609, 

_ Mf 


* The first* bed 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1 st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AMyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

TeL63$968 





Amman's 
'exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 

porcelain, 

crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

' CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
• Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
.specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1-Hour Servfc&t 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
aba 30% 


* Fro* enlarge^ 

WHt 20 x 30 cm 

S hm ei san i - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: .604042 - 
Swefieh td: *23891 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Skilled amuse Chefs 

\Opa 12&.JJQ A 6M-II-30 duly \ 

Ms mwatf to mAH, 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near mtoddphh Hold 
|t«L MHB22, 

face fated 
g L, fltnwjp Uvcd 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


0Q£jQQ 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 



Jordan Times 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 



The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! / 


DAltOTEL 

i|j£<jl|ls 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


! or the first time in Jordan 




RUSSIA 


Two shows adaj a 5:30 and SJOpjN 
Th Al AB - the Unrvmity 
Hospital bridge 



1/ 




The fegency Palace Hotel *«••• 


LOUNGE 
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Connors crafts another miracle at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (R) — Jimmy Con- 
nors celebrated his 39th birthday 
it 'he U.S. Open Monday by 
' ing a gruelling marathon that 
id 'd in a classic, tension-filled, 
fifth-set tiebreak with Aaron 
Krickstein. 

• “This is what I live for, to win a 
■match like this, 7-6 in the fifth,” 

said Connors after reaching the 
quarterfinals with a 3-6 7-6 1-6 6-3 
7-6 victory in four hours 41 mi- 
mites. 

"It’s another Connors miracle 
■ right here. I couldn’t have done 
anything better than I did," the 
five-time champion said after 
completing the longest match of 
the toiiman isnt by blasting a 
backhand crosscourt volley win- 
ner to take the final tiebreak 7-4. 

Several times during the match 
it seemed that Connors had run 
out of miracles, but each time he 
dug down and produced a little 
more magic to the delight of 
20,000 adoring fans who came out 
to see him play on his birthday at 
the Louis Armstrong Stadium. 

Krickstein, a steady baseline 
player, never showed signs of 
cricking as the tension mounted 
but acknowledged that it was 
difficult to play with thousands of 
people rooting for your opponent 
and cheering your every mistake. 

“It was a lot like a Davis Cup 
match when everybody is cheer- 
ing against you,” said Krickstein, 


who had upset eighth seed Andre 
Agassi in the first round. “But I 
understand it. Jimmy’s a legend.** 

In his 17th U.S. Open quarter- 
final, Connors wfll play unseeded 
Dutchman Pan! Haarhuis, who 
beat top seed Boris Becker. 

Haarhuis reached his first 
career Grand Slam quarterfinal 
by beating German Cari-Uwe 
Steeb 6-2, 6-3, 6-4. 

In the opening stadium court 
match of the day, sixth-seeded 
defending champion Pete Sam- 
pras overcame a sluggish start to 
oust fellow- American David 
Wheaton, the 11th seed, 3-6 6-2 
6-2 6-4. 

Sampras the only 1990 semi- 
finalist remaining in the draw 
following the early upsets of 
Andre Agassi, Boris Becker and 
John McEnroe, wfll play French 
Open champion Jim Courier. 

Courier, the fourth seed, eli- 
minated 14th- seeded Spaniard 
Emilio Sanchez by taking a 6-4 
6-4 6-3 victory in their fourth- 
round match. 

Hie Sanchez family is still rep- 
resented at the open by Emilio’s 
younger brother Javier, slated to 
play second seed Stefan Edberg, 
was joined in the quarterfinals 
Monday by sister Arantxa. 

Sanchez Vicario, the fourth- 
seeded former French Open 
champion, won her berth in the 
last eight of the women's draw by 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Krabbe to avoid Ottey 

COLOGNE (R) — Germany’s double world sprint champion 
Katrin Krabbe plans to avoid Jamaican rival Merlene Ot tey fo r 
the rest of the season in a bid to gain a mental advantage before 
next year's Barcelona Olympics. “It is better tharway psychologi- 
cally," Krabbe’s coach Thomas Springstein said Tuesday. “It’s 
better that Merlene goes into her pre-Olympic winter training 
feeling a bit rattled." Krabbe. who handed Ottey her first 
individual defeats since 1989 in the 100 and 200 metres at last 
week's World Championships, and the Jamaican will both be 
competing in Sunday’s Cologne Grand Prix meeting. But the 
former East German is expected to race the 100 metres while 
Ottey will run the 200. Krabbe, who equalled East German 
Marita Koch’s record haul of four medals in Japan, plans to 
compete on home soil again at the Berlin Grand Prix two days 
later. 

Kenyans will not run in S. Africa 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya’s world beating distance runners will wx 
compete in South Africa next month, senior sports officials said 
Tuesday. “It is too early to go to South Africa. We can afford to 
wa : ? a little longer for the complete dismantling of apartheid,” 
sfeu Robert Ouko, administrative secretary of the Kenya National 
Sports Council. International Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) President Primo-Nebioto said in Tokyo last week the 
IAAF council and African athletics leaders had agreed to stage 
two track and field meefihgs featuring South African athletes 
after this month’s All Africa Gaines in Egypt. The events, the 
African Unity Games, are to be held in Dakar, Senegal, and 
Johannesburg, Nebiolo said. The Johannesburg meeting wfll have 
an Olympic programme except for tire marathon and the 
combined events. 

Brazil recalls World Cup players 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazil recalled Work! Cup players 
Romano, Careca, Mazer, Ricardo Gomes and Jorginho for their 
friendly international against Wales in Cardiff next week. 
Caretaker coach Ernesto Paulo also called up striker Bebeto, who 
walked out on die Brazil squad on the eve of .the South American 
Championship in June. Paulo said he intended to field Careca, 
Romario and Bebeto in attack. Most of the players who 
represented Brazil in the last World Cup have been ignored since 
because they were thought by the Brazilian press and the 
Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) to have let the country 
down in the competition. Brazil were knocked out in the second 
round by Argentina after scoring just four goals in four games. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAMUH MRSCH 
01991 TrtJuo* IMa Sotocm, Inc. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

—Both vulnerable, aB South merit, you are forced to take a fidn 
10 kt prefisreocetopertaert fiat suit and 

9KJ8652 0AJK1093 *Vcnd wait for his next bid to clarify his 
ridding has proceeded: bokfing. Bid three spade*. 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, aB South 
you hold: 

*J9 9KJ8652 0AK1093 *Vcnd 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Peas 

2 O Pass 2 ♦ Paw 

9 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner's spade rebid is not 
forward-going. It simply shows at 
least a six -card suit, not much in the 
way of high cards and no liking for 
either red suit. Under the circum- 
stances, we would throw in the tow- 
el. We think a raise to three spades 
would be n bit of a stretch, especial- 
ly since the enemy may thwart dob 
ruffs in our hand. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*QJ5 9106 0AK6 4Q10973 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 * Pan 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — We have stated many times, 
and do so once again: Include us out 
of those who insist on having foor- 
card support to raise responder's 
major suit. Here, one no trump is 
ant of the question with a weak 
doubkton in hearts and to rebid a 
shabby five-card dub suit is naive- 
Bid two spades. 

Q-3-t— A s South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K6 91054 0962 *A£794 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

19 Pass 1 NT p* SB 

39 Pan ? 

What do you hid now? 

A. — An awkward hand. You can't 
raise partner's aecond suit with only 
thre»K^rdsi^)part,orbidnotnmip 
with an unatopjasd si 5 '- For *jis bso- 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

43 9QJ106 0A7« 4AQJ85 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

29 Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your hand has grown enor- 
mously, and no heart rain now wffl 
do it justice. The w inning ■»*!«« ia 
an advance cue-bid of three db- 
monds. When you later support 
hearts v i gorous l y, partner will have 
a dear picture of your dhtributiou, 
strength and a m b ition . 

QJ5 — -Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bold: 

49 9 KQJ 10792 0 J 965 46 
What is yoor opening bid? 

A. — You have six playing tricks in 
hearts and imt» in jltanamA^ the 
side Cowr -card suit. Applying the 
Rule of Two and Three, at this vul- 
nerability your seven playing tricks 
rate an opening pwsa pt of four 


Q.6 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hoick 

4K64 9AQ104 0J6 4K543 

Partner opena the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — Eros if you play fire-card ma- 
jors and forcing jimgr raises , you 
shou ld not jump raise partner's suit 

without four-card s opport; if there is 
any other choice anriUUe. Another 
pitfall to ovoid ia responding in a 
major at the two-levd unless it's at 
least a five-card auiL Therefore, you 
should respond two dds, even 
thoogh the soft quality ia nothing to 
be. proud of. 


beating Soviet Natalia Zvereva 
6-3 7-6. 

The Spaniard will next play 
foor-time champion Martina 
Navratilova, a 7-6 1-6 6-2 winner 
over Manuela Maleeva-Fragrriere 
of Switzerland. 

Top-seeded Steffi Graf and 
Spain’s Conchita Martinez set up 
another quarterfinal clash. Graf 
beat Austrian Judith Wiesner 7-5 
64, and Martinez ousted 12tb- 
seeded American Zina Garrison 
64 64. 

Connors often looked as if bis 
39-year-old legs would betray 
him, but his unrivalled desire 
always kept him in the battle. 

After taking the dramatic 
second set tiebreak 10-8, the for- 
mer world number one had to 
have bis knee iced down. 

But when he held serve at love 
to level the fifth set at 2-2, he 
walked over to the courtside tele- 
vision camera and said: “I feel 
better than I look. Don’t worry, 
I'm okay.” 

It was at 7-7 in the second set 
tiebreak that the chair umpire 
overruled a line call, giving 
Krickstein set point instead of 
Connors and he went into a fu- 
rious frenzy. 

He charged the chair, called 
the umpire a “son of a bitch” and 
shouted: “Fra playing my butt off 
at 39 years old and you're doing 
that? You can't see a ball right m 


front of yon much less over 
there.” 

Naturally the tirade got Con- 
nors and die crowd pumped up 
and he won the next points to 
take die set. < 

“He can look really tired, but 
.you know he’ll be right back 
going after the next ball," said 
Krickstein, who has never beaten 
Connors in six encounters. 

Connors, who began the 
tournament by coming back from 
two sets down to beat Patrick 
McEnroe, appeared to have lost 
much of his mobility in the third 
set. 

But in the fourth and fifth secs 
he again began fighting his way to 
the net in an effort to shorten 
points against the 24-year-old 
Krickstein, who only left the 
baseline when absolutely forced 
to. 

Krickstein showed great poise 
under pressure as he fought off 19 
of 24 break points against his 
serve. But one break by Connors 
in the sixth game of the fourth set 
sent the match into a fifth. 

Krickstein came up with the 
first break of the final set for 4-2 
and held serve in the tense 
seventh game on his seventh 
game point after eight deuces and 
three break points for Connors. 

But Connors would not be de- 
eded. 

Two games later be put the set 


back on serve by converting his 
fourth break point of the game. 
When he held serve for 5-5 the 
crowd gave him a rousing stand- 
ing ovation. 

“I'm disappointed to lose, but 
I'm happy for Jimmy,” Krickstein 
said. “He's such a great competi- 
tor. You know he’s never going 
to give up.” 

As the exhausted, but victo- 
rious Connors dragged himself 
out of ' the stadium, he was met 
with a chorus of “happy birth- 
day.” 

One of the three doctors who 
treated Connors after his nearly 
five-hour match in the U.S. Open 
described bis performance as a 
miracle. 

“I really think it was quite 
miraculous," said Dr. Gary I. 
Wadler, an internist and special- 
ist in sports medicine. “I chal- 
lenge anybody to match the effort 
he just made at his age. I was in 
awe of his physical capacity. 
That’s a horrendous effort for a 
39-year-old to go through- It was 
an absolutely incredible perform- 
ance.” 

Wadler described the quiet 
scene in the locker room when 
Connors walked in gingerly, away 
from the tumult in the stadium, 
after beating Krickstein. 

“He was very pensive,” Wad- 



Jimmy Connors 

ler said. “1 was extremely moved. 
It was a profound experience. 
I’ve never seen him that way and 
I've been here since 1980.” 
"Connors, worried about 
cramping, never sat or lay down. 
He received two litres of rehydra- 
tion fluid intravenously while 
w alking slowly around the train- 
er's room and pushing the pole 
that held the bottles. The process 
took about an hour and a half. 


Olympics likely to benefit from World Championships 


TOKYO (AP) — Track and 
field, the bhie ribbon sport of the 
Olympic Games, was becoming 
black and blue, the result of some 
big-name athletes getting caught 
using drugs and a stagnation on 
world records. 

The 3rd World Championships 
may have ended the battering and 
turned the sport back into the 
blade. 

Basketball, with NBA stars 
making their first appearance in 
the Olympics next year, was thre- 
atening to overtake track as the 
games’ premier sport. 

The eight-day World Cham- 
pionships, which ended Sunday, 
produced three world records in 
three of the glamor events, a 
tremendous boost heading into 
next year’s Barcelona Olympics. 

The meet also showed a re- 
juvenated U.S. team - tire com- 
plete opposite of the second- 
string team that had performed so 
poorly in last month’s Pan Amer- 
ican Games at Havana, winning 
its fewest gold medals ever. 

Can tire United States carry its 
momentum from the World 
■Championships into next year's 
Olympics?.: 

And will it benefit from the 
likely breakup of the usually 
powerful Soviet team? 

In both cases, the answer prob- 
ably is yes. 

The Americans, who set all 
three world records, all in events 
in which Carl Lewis was involved, 
won the gold medals race in the 
championships with 10, one more 
than the soon-to-be depleted 
Soviet team. 

Although the Soviets led in 
overall medals, 28 to 26, the 


United States showed surprising 
strength in events m which it had 
been declining in recent years. 

For example, the Americans 
got two medals in the men’s high 
jump - a gold by Charles Austin 
and a bronze by Hollis Conway - 
for the first time in a major 
championship since 1968, when 
Dick Fosbury and Ed Caruthers 
finished 1-2 in the Mexico City 
Olympics. 

They got a medal in the men's 
marathon - a bronze by Steve 
Spence - for the first time since 
1972 Olympic champion Frank 
Shorter collected a silver in the 
1976 games. 

And they won the decathlon - 
with Dan O’Brien setting an 
American record of 8,812 points, 
the third-higbest total ever - for 
the first time in a major cham- 
pionship since 1976, when Bruce 
Jenner set the U.S. record of 
8,634 at the Montreal Olympics. 

As usual, the U.S. men domin- 
ated the sprints, the jumps and 
the high hurdles, had surprising 
difficulty in tire intermediate hur- 
dles, arid encountered their cus- 
tomary problems in the throwing 
events. 

Overall, the men finished with 
nine gold medals - Kenya was 
second with four - and 20 medals, 
10 more than the second-place 
Soviet Union. 

The U.S. women, meanwhile, 
continued their string of 
mediocre medal performances, 
earning only one gold - by Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee in the long jump r 
and six medals. 

But the women were encour- 
aged by placing 26 athletes in 
finals. If not for an injury to 
Joyner-Kersee during the hep- 


tathlon and some sloppy baton 
pasting in the relays, they might 
have won some more golds. 

The Soviets led the women's 
competition in golds with she and 
in total medals until 18. with 
Germany second with four golds 
and 12 medals. 

The Soviets, however, most 
likely will field a far different 
team at the Barcelona Olympics 
than appeared at the cham- 
pionships because of the political 
turmoil enveloping the country. 
Three Baltic republics - Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia - already 
have asked for independence, 
and others are expected to fol- 
low. 

World pole vault record-holder 
Sergei Bubka, a Ukrainian, said 
he was determined to compete at 
the games “no matter under 
which flag.” 

For the first time at the Olym- 
pics, Germany will be competing 
under one flag, following the 
■reunification of east and west 
Germany last* year. 

The World Championships 
were their first major meet under 
the same flag, and tire tension 
and pressure created by unifica- 
tion were evident as the Ger- 
mans' performances were sub- 
par. 

Lewis unquestionably was the 
star, though he was outducled by 
countryman Mike Powell in the 
long jump. Powell obliterated 
Bob Beamon’s esteemed world 
record of 29 feet, 216 inches (8.90 
metres), set in the high altitnde of 
Mexico City at the 1968 Olym- 
pics, with a historic leap of 294 & 
(8.95 metres). 

Lewis also led a I-2-3U.S. 
sweep in the 100 metres with a 


I THINK I LL IMPRESS 
THAT LITTLE RHWIAIRED 
6IRL BY JUMPING OFF 
THE HI6H BOARD... 


OR MAYBE I a IMPRESS 
HER BY JUST JUMPING 
OFF THE LOW B0ARP... 


OR MAYBE I LL JUST 
JUMP IN FROM THE 
SIDE OF THE POOL.. 


OR MAYBE I LL JUST 
IMPRESS HER BY HOW 
MANY HOT DOSS 
I CAN EAT.. 


Andy Capp 
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world-record time of 9.86 and 
anchored the American team to a 
world-record time of 37.50 in the 
400-metre relay. 

The U.S. also had a 1-2-3 finish 
in tiie long jump, with Larry 
Myricks following Powell and 
Lewis. 

Injuries robbed the U.S. team 
of some of its top stars, including 
two-time Olympic gold medallist 
and world record-bolder Roger 
Kingdom and former world 
record-holder Renaldo Nehe- 
miab m the 110-metre high hur- 
dles, 1988 Olympic champion 
Steve Lewis in the 400 metres, 
and Jim Spivey in the 1,500 
metres. 

“In areas where we were ex- 
pected to do something, we were 
right there,” U.S. men’s coach 
Tom Tellez said. 

He also was pleased with 
Spence’s medal in the marathon 
and Ken Flax reaching the final of 
the hamme r throw, an event in 
which the U.S. rarely has had a 
finalist. 

- Still, there is room for im- 
provement. 

“The throws and the distance 
races are areas where the Ame- 
rican coaches and the American 
system need to solve problems,” 
Tellez said, “so we can get more 
people into the finals.” 

U.S. women’s coach' Davfe 
Rodda pointed to the 400-metre 
intermediate hurdles and the 
3,000 'metres as events in which 
the Americans have made drama- 
tic progress. In both events, the 
women had three finalists. 

“We’ve advanced in' a lot of 
areas,” Rodda said. “But we 
need work in the shot put, discuss 
throw and javelin.,” 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY S EP TEMBER 4, J»1 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FtigMor Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Yob 
have bad your fill of Hunting and 
restricting conditions and are eager 
to foray ahead with some new 
detailed plan erf action that can 
awaken enthusiasm in potential 
partners. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprfi 19) 
You can get that specialist hi a fieW 
Oat interests you very much to 

release to you the information that 
can belp you very much in the days 
ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some friends and ac- 
quaintances who are most enxiofB 
to sec more of you or to know you 
better so make yourself available 
as much as possible. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look to those interesting persona- 
lities who have the power to give 
you a boost where it means the 
most to you and show you are 
devoted to dvk causes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 

July 21) Whatever you think can be 
the means by which to expand and 
extend your horizons far beyond 
their present boundries s excellent 
so get busy and do so. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you would like to do that does 
require you to attend to obligations 
and responsibilities is excellent so 
draw op a list of these and do 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are now able to show you 


arc the one who docs value and 
appreciate mor a le s whom you 
retard partner* with whom you 
what snore harmonious ’accord. 
UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever takes ptoee at yoor 
work sow an be es p ccraH v help-* 
fti to yo* sometime m cone you stick 
to the job m hand and gel M behind job, 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your interest hi the fighter 
tick: of life b fine so gel off with 
your most fascinating pah and 
have a good time at recreations 
that phase very much. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you have 
in mind thsr does require getting 
the approval of your own family is 
very important and should be tie 
a ted as such now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
. Jan uary -20) Get at those .routine 
pro fe s si onal and business appoint- 
ments and shop for the accessories 
and articles that can make every- 
thing better for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You like to do Tor others 
but this is one day for you to 
concentrate upon having a greater 
abundance to spare for your own 
bank account. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Yon find that whatever you 
would like to do is more easily 
done because you have social, 
sa voire faire to impress soaal con- 
tacts with your good judgment. 


lirth Stone for August: Tourmaline. 
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THE BETTER HALF By Barnes 



& PARKER 



JF 


jjjS' r 

o 






iP 

%■ 

; 


7 . 4 L 

'Tm here for the very same reason you're 
here — MONEY!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Hemi Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lam 
four ortflnary worts. 


BUGOH 


YELCC 


NAPOWE 


TOGIER 


IN U 

AnsworJmre: ^ 


1 H 1 


THE DISCOVERY OF 
ELECTWCJTY EVEN- 
TUALLY MAPS 
PEOPLE SEE THINGS— 

l / 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SNARL BASIC KENNEL SOCIAL 
Answer The feeSno you get every month when tbs 
payment fate due — "CAR SICKNESS" 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 "Lost Horizon" 
director 
6 Midway 
attraction 
11 Glasgow cap 

14 Fr. author (with 
19A) 

15 Rent 

16 Eggs 

17 Olympic long- 
jump champ 

19 See 14A 

20 Marriage- 
minded 
runaway 

21 Moundsman 
Nolan 

22 Mil. address 

25 Canary's km 

26 A Hefmsiey 

27 Kinsmen: abbr. 

29 Km of a tfiv. 

30 Head skyward 

31 Wise ones 

32 Practical joker 

38 "Sweet potato" 

39 Shine brightly 

40 Musical quality 

42 Compact 

43 Plot measure 

44 Skirt edge 

48 Amend copy 
47 Bemuse 

49 Crate 

51 One-time US 

sgey- 

52 Axis general 

53 Most 
insignificant 

54 Burmese 
premier 

55 A US goK 
champ from 
WY? 

60 Ms Farrow 

61 Do — (all-out} 

62 Make tracks 

63 Criticize 

64 Attitudinized 
85 Rubber base 

DOWN 
1 .Vehicle 
2Memarabi08 

3 Buddy 

4 Shred 


an aun 1 

auannaa 


£>1991 TnDunrModN Semces. we 

MftjWH mn W 


5 Bra remnant 

6 New-home 
design 

7 Delay 

8 Consumed 

9 Heb. tyre 

10 Howard or 
Kesey 

11 Singer from FL7 

12 Of birds 

13 "Exodus" food 
18 Drew sap from 
to Grasp tn Leeds 

22 Heavy wear 

23 Serenity 

24 Actress from. 
Puerto Rico? 

26 Booming 
28 Desert wind 
30 Vacation 
venue 

33 Jealous 

34 smaa cases 

35 Army imits: 
Btotor. 

37 Concanmg 

38 SooL negative 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nuian nrnciH BnnnB 
onno rannn nrcnnB 
urann nnnn nonnn 
HnnnnRnRFiHCTunnn 
nnn nnsu Finn 
rannoHannunun 
□an nnn nnonn 
CTQnnn nnn nonnn 
nonnn rnnn ran 

nnoomnnorcruiFi 
nan Finn nnn 
nnraaaminnQannnnn 

anrnran ^ono nnntv 
Qomnn onnn nnnfY! 
nnnnn nnrnn annn 


41 Sleuth Qian 

45 Assorted: abbr. 
47 Logger's 

leftover 

46 Old Aegean 
region 

49 Scares in 
pinochle 


SUhiBnyW? .. 
whatsoertr 

53ArtstJo« 

55 Hi . 

56 Vast eap*** 

57 Opportune 
S8GW**sn*n« 

59-Oecflpw-. 
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6.93 I 6.75 


Japanese Yen' 


E urofw en Currency Unit 


iMotaak bid rate for amoMB mcniW.e US. Min IMMti eqrtnkfO. 
VradMB Matrix D»ee: 3/9/91 


Mela) 

USD/Oc 


Metal 

USO/Oz 

JD/Cai 

Gold 

548.6 

E 

6.80 

Saver 

3.86 

.090 


Caa«ral Bank «f fcnHin Exchange Baca ffnllatlii 


Dm: 7/9/91 


Offer 


.692 


1.1642 1.1700 



Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 
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EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading work! currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.6900/10 

One U.S. dollar 1.1400/05 

1.7400/10. 
1.9600/10 
1.5270/75 
35.75/80 
■ 5.9050/9100 
1298/1299 
136.45/55 
63150/3200 
6.7950/8000 
6.7120/70 

One ounce of gold 348.90/349.40 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420' 


Show: 5:00, &45,. &30, 10:30 p.i 

BOD V ROCK 


Show: 330 p jn. 



To Be Opened Soon 



Latvia targets tourism to 
attract foreign investment 


RIGA, Latvia (R) — Latvia said 
Monday it would offer tax-breaks 
to attract foreign investment m 
tourism and other key industries. 

“The fust target area for fore- 
ign investment is tourism,” Arijs 
Zi verts, deputy dnector-of Lat- 
via's Foreign Trade Department, 
said. 

. The Baltic republic's overrid- 
ing goal is to manage a smooth 
transition to a market economy 
and recreate Latvia as a separate 
economic unit, according to Eco- 
nomics Minister Janis Aboltinsh. . 

Lativa, Sandwiched between 
Lithuania, and Estonia, has a 
tradition of tourism from the 
period between the two worid 
wars, before the Baltic republics 
were incorporated into the Soviet 
Union. Health spas along the Bay 
of Riga were especially popular 
with Scandinavian visitors. 

Tens of countries have recog- 
nised the Baltic republics as inde- 
pendent and Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has said be 
will not block indepedence if 
their peoples want it. 

New foreign investment rules 
are laid out in a Latvian govern- 
ment bill which parliament is 
expected to pass this year. 

New businesses in Latvia are 
exempt from a profits tax for the 
first two years and those started 
with foreign capital will escape 
tax for two more years. 

Additional exemptions will be 
granted, based on die amount of 
capital invested, and there will be 
no restrictions on the repatriation 
of hand-currency profits. 


In addition to tourism, indus- 
tries targeted for foreign invest- 
ment include forestry and palp, 
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, 
electronics, forming and assembly 
operations. 

“By the end of September we 
will have details of the conditions 
for investment which we want to 
encourage.” Mr. Ziverts fold re- 
porters. 

Denmark signed an accord 
with Latvia on double taxation 
last week and pledged to help the 
republic develop a banking and 
monetary system and harmonise 
its taxes and duties with the Euro- 
pean Community (EC). 

Danish Economics Minister 
Andeis Fogh Rasmussen said his 
country would support Latvian 
membership of financial institu- 
tions such as the Internationa] 
Monetary Fond, (IMF). 

Germany’s new ambassador, 
Hagen Graf Lambsdorff, said 
Monday Bonn would support 
associate EC membership for the 
Baltic states. 

Latvia appears well placed to 
meet its economic as well as 
political goals. Western diplo- 
mats in Riga said. 

In the centralised Soviet eco- 
nomy, Latvia had a positive trade 
balance with other Soviet repub- 
lics, importing raw materials and 
intermediate goods while export- 
ing high-value finished products. 

Exports, some of them solid 
hard currency earners, included 
electric railway wagons, vans, 
radios, diesel engines, motorcy- 
cles, telephone exchanges and 
building material. 


Algeria seeks IMF help 
to cope with financial crisis 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Algeria 
has sent a delegation to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
save a loan threatened by a row 
between the government and 
National Assembly over sub- 
sidies. 

An IMF standby credit of $400 
million awarded on June 3 is in 
danger because Algeria has been 
unable to- carry out it in full a 
readjustment accord with the 
IMF for the credit, payable over 
five years starting this month. 

The accord stipulated that state 
subsidies would be slashed, the 
dinar would be allowed to slide to 
a more “realistic level,” money 
supply would be restricted and 
interest rates revised. 

But the government bad to 
drop plans to slash subsidies 
when the National Assembly re- 
jected a proposal to raise prices 
of basic commodities. Other IMF 
conditions have been met. 

Economy Minister Hodne Be- 
nissad said the assembly vote 
“left us with a deficit of 35 billion 
dinars ($1.9 billion) by telling us 
not to touch prices and to do our 
best with the IMF, as it was an 
easy thing to do.” 

The ministry of economy said 
the delegation, composed of ex- 
perts from the National Planning 
Council and central bank, who 
left for Washington Monday, 
would reaffirm the government's 
determination to respect the IMF 
accord. 

The National Liberation Front 
(FLN) which dominates the 


assembly, is reluctant to raise 
prices before the first multi-party 
elections expecfedYt the end of 
this year. 

The FLN ruled Algeria from 
independence in 1961 until this 
year when an independent care- 
taker government took over to 
organise the elections in which 
the FLN will compete with more 
than 40 other parties formed 
since political reforms were intro- 
duced by President Chadli Ben- 
jedid. 

The FLN’s critics say it is more 
concerned with vote-catching 
than with economic realities, 
dominated by Algeria's $25 bfl- 
Kon debt, mnch of it short term. 

The government had proposed 
to deregulate most industrial 
prices and 75 per cent of consum- 
er prices that figure in the official 
cost of living index. 

Central bank governor 
Abderbamane Hadj Nacer told 
the assembly that Japan, which 
bolds 60 per cent of Algeria’s 
debt, bad insisted that Algeria 
sign an accord with the IMF. 

Failure to reach an agreement 
with the IMF would have reper- 
cussions on Algeria’s credit- 
worthiness with foreign private 
banks and the European Com- 
munity, which is contemplating a 
credit of 500 million ECUs ($427 
million). 

The French bank Credit Lyon- 
nais is to call a meeting this 
mouth of seven major interna- 
tional banks, three of them 
Japanese, to raise a syndicated 
loan of $1 billion requested by the 


Weak U.S 
weighs on 


WASHINGTON (R) — Recent 
government and private econo- 
mic reports suggest the United 
States is recovering from reces- 
sion, but at a slow and uneven 
pace that weighs on consumer 
confidence. 

Economists say the stuttering 
recovery may force the Federal 
Reserve, toe country’s central 
bank, to throw but a lifeline by 
reducing interest rates to give the 
economy a boost. 

‘“Overall toe data are pointing 
to recovery.” said David Berson, 
chief economist -with the Federal 
National Mortgage Association. 

“But (it is) an unusual recovery 
in that it wfll be far more modest 
than anything we have seen in toe 
post-war period,” be pointed out. • 

Whether the central bank arts 
rates would depend largely on the 
next set of economic data, eco- 
nomists .say, particularly unem- 
ployment statistics for August 
due Friday. 

Unemployment stood at a re- 
latively . high 6.8 per cent of the 
workforce in July. Economists 
expect unemployment to rise to 
6.9 per cent in August, while toe 


. economic recovery S ® vie . ts said 

J offering space 

consumer confidence services, 


‘nation’s non-form payroll grows 
by 27.000 jobs after shrinking by 
51,000 in July. 

Economists expect the Federal 
Reserve to cut the discount rate it 
charges on loans to banks by half 
a percentage point to five per 
cent. They also expect it to lower 
the federal funds rate that banks 
charge each other for loans by a 
quarter of a percentage point to 
5.25 per cent. 

Lower interest rates is cheaper 
for businesses to borrow the 
money they need for expansion, 
thus boosting growth. 

Some economists fear reces- 
sion might return to the economy 
after a brief period of improve- 
ment unless unemployed workers . 
find new jobs and those with jobs 
begin to feel more optimistic ab- 
out the future. 

Victor Zarnowitz, a professor 
of economics at the University of 
Chicago, said employment and 
personal income have to improve 
if consumer confidence is to re- 
cover. 

Consumer spending, which de- 
pends on confidence, is the main 
engine of the U.S. economy. 


WORLD stock markets 


TOKYO — Programme-trading kept toe Ni kkei a verage drifting 
up and down, while bargain-hunters and profit-takers played 
tug-of-war in toe broader market. The Nikkei closed op 0.79 point 
at 22,469.80. 

SYDNEY — An easing in monetary policy sent Australian shares 
soaring across toe board. The AD Ordinaries Index closed at 
1,568.6, up 29.7 point or 1.9 per cent. 

HONG KONG — Shares eqded little changed in slim, indecisive 
trader as investors awaited the dose of British Prime Minister John 
Major's official visit to Beijing. The Hang Seng Index firmed 1.53 
points to 4,025.07. 

SINGAPORE — The market was hit by rumours to at Prime 
Minister Gob Chtik Tong might step down following a setback 
suffered in Saturday’s- general election. The Straits Times 
Industrial Index closed at 1,425.03, down 3.98 points. 
BOMBAY — Fears of higher carry-forward charges for the 
business done in toe two weeks ending Thursday triggered 
widespread selling, brokers said. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
Index fell 31.63 points, or 1.77 per cent, to 1,764.36. 
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“If there is no improvement in 
expectations, the recovery may 
indeed stall,” Mr. Zarnowitz 
said. 

•Consumer - confidence slipped 
in Augnst. according to toe Con- 
ference Board. The U.S. business 
research group’s confidence in- 
dex fell to 76.3 last month from 
77.7 in July. . 

The August reading was toe 
lowest since February, when the 
Gulf war was in full swing and the 
index stood at 59.4. . . 

" But there have been some eco- 
nomic bright spots. 

The U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment said Friday that July 
U.S.factory orders jumped 6.2 
per cent after a 1.2 per cent foil 
in June. It was the indicator’s 
biggest gain in more than 20 
years. 


hardware 
for sale 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedroomr. Usee fthrknms.Sraloj. dining 
room, laundry room and veranda, apartment and furniture are 
super deluxe. Location: Western Shmeisani. Annual or bi-annual 
rent 

. For information pis call teL 690801, 664398 after 10:00 a^n. 


BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
AMERICAN STYLE 

Two bedrooms, living area with a glassed balcony /a 
colouring system/ split, dining room, fully equipped 
kitchen with all electrical appliances. 

Located in western Shmeisani, Dahiyat Al Hussein. 

Pis. call: 665663 


Now, and after your kids have settled in their ^ 
schools, did you start thinking of enriching 
their daily life with present and future con- ! 
structive activities? ! 

Hie National Music Conservatory/Noor Ai Hussein Foundation 

announces the beginning of registration for the scholastic 
year 1991-1992. 

The NMC offers for students - 4 years old and above - 
music courses in : 

- Orchestral instruments (violin, viola, cello, double bass, 
flute, clarinet, saxophone, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, 
trombone, french horn, tuba, percussion) 

- Arab music instruments (oud, quanoun, nai) 

- Guitar - Piano 

- Voice - Rhythmic movements 

Courses are given by a selected faculty of local and 
foreign teachers. 

For more details, please do not hesitate 
to call 687620 or 687621 


ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 

EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASS BOTTOM 
BOAT TRIPS, 

SNORKELLING UNLIMITED DIVING, 
INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED DIVING COURSES 
ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE — AVAILABLE IN EASY 
INSTALLMENTS 

ENJOY NOW PAY LATER 

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT TEL : 03 314131 

FAX: 03 314133 


Algerian bank Credit Populaire 
d’Algeric. 

Prime Minister Sidahmed Gho- 
zali has said several times that 
Algeria needs between $6 and $7 
billion this year to overcome a 
financial crisis and service its 
'debt. 

Servicing this year alone will 
cost S8.5 billion, of which $2 
billion is interest. 

Meanwhile, the Middle East 
Economic Survey ( MEES ) re- 
ported Monday that the Algerian 
government is trying to ease its 
economic burdens by pushing a 
new oil policy that promotes fore- 
ign investment through produc- 
tion sharing and joint venture 
deals. 

The respected weekly newslet- 
ter said toe investment envisaged 
by the government would not be 
limited to exploration but would 
also include development of ex- 
isting fields. 

MEES’ Editor Ian Seymour,' 
reporting from Algiers after in- 
terviews with Mr. Ghozali and 
Energy Minister Nordine Ait- 
Laoussine, said bids will shortly 
be invited from international 
companies for participation in 
ventures to improve recoverabil- 
ity in existing producing oilfields. 

Companies will be required to 
supply investment and up-to-date 
technology to boost recovery, 
which at present is only 25 per 
cent, in return for a share of toe 
incremental output. 

Mr. Seymour said Algeria's re- 
maining recoverable oil reserves 


are estimated at about 5.5 billion 
barrels, but the energy minister 
told him that recovery of an 
additional'. 3-5 billion barrels is 
“technically and economically 
feasible...” 

Some of the companies which 
invest in recovery improvement 
projects, MEES said, will also be 
given the option to buy into the 
existing output of the oilfield in 
question, extending the venture 
to toe whole field and not just the 
additional volume through en- 
hanced recovery. 

Such deals, Mr. Seymour 
noted, "would require extra cash 
payments in advance which toe 
government sees as a handy 
means of helping to alleviate the 
debt problem." 

“On the financial and econo- 
mic front, we are facing a serious 
problem, which has been dogging 
Algeria for the past six or seven 
years but which cannot go any 
further because we have reached 
the maximum limits of the nega- 
tive effects of this situation — the 
piling of debt upon debt." Mr. 
Ghozali told MEES. 

He said there is a financial gap 
of about $2.5 billion which his 
government needs to cover by toe 
end of the year. 

Implementation of the govern- 
ment’s plans for bringing in fore- 
ign companies would require an 
amendment to the 1986 hydrocar- 
bons law which prohibits such 
ventures, MEES noted. 


NEW YORK (R) — With the 
Soviet Union in political turmoil, 
Soviet space officials are offering 
the West services and hardware, 
even the station Mir now aiding 
the earth, to get cash to keep toe 
programme alive, the New York 
Times reported Tuesday. 

The anxiety of these officials 
has been aggravated by a decline 
. in the economy- and by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin's position 
that it was wrong to spend vast' 
sums on space exploration when 
Soviet living conditions are so 
-poor, the newspaper said. 

The U.S. government has 
ignored Soviet sales offers in the 
past , with minor exceptions, pre- 
ferring to spend its space dollars 
at home, the New York Times 
said. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe Villa Furnished or Unfurnished 
Ideal for diplomatic missions 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, 2 salons. 4 bathrooms, dining room, 
central solar heating, telephone, large basement, beautiful- 
garden. maid's small room, gardener's room with its bath. 
Location: Sweifieh area 

Call tel.: 813591 9-11 a.m. 5-8 p.m. 

Luxurious Furnished Villa for Rent 

Consisting of 5 bedrooms, two sitting rooms, 2 salons and dining 
room, 2 kitchens, 4 bathrooms, basement with a table tennis, 
telephone and a garden. Annual rent JD1 4,000. Location: Ha Al 
All. 

Preference to diplomatic missions. 

— Telephone: 674815 


CORRECTION 


Still 11 IT JF® Tuasday - S®** 3 issue o' the Jordan Times 
under the hea dline “SECRETARY WANTED FOR UNISIP 
• wmPAliY” gave a wrong telephone number: The correct 

numbers are: 812998-812977 correct 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, veranda, two 
salons, excellent furniture, dishwasher, central heating, excellent 
location in Tla'a Al Ali. Annual or bi-annuaJ rent preferable. 

For information pis. call tel.: 693803 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT ; 

Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, large kitchen, two verandas, two bathrooms, sepa- 
rate entrance, separate central heating. Location: Jbeiha. 

Pis. call tel.: 846159 



Two bedrooms at Um Utheina with garden. 

Please contact phone 822426 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa of two floors located at Alia Housing Project in 
Marj Al Hamam is available for rent. 

First floor. Total area of 260 square metres consists 
of 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, living room, fully 
equipped kitchen and garden with separate entr- 
ance. 

Second floor. Total area of 200 square metres 
consists of 2 salons plus a suite. 

The villa could be rented fully furnished or unfur- 
nished as a whole or each floor separate. 

For inquiries please call 711 626. 



Invites applications for the following position: 
Full-time Maths teacher Ability to teach Math in 
English and Arabic to Grades 6-12. 

All applicants must have a university degree in the 
mentioned area and experience of not less than 5 years. 
Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s reception desk, phone 845572, 847191 
and should be returned today, as interviews will 
be scheduled for Thursday 5th September 91. 
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Yugoslav fighting goes on as 
EC meets on peace plan 



BELGRADE (R) — Croatian 
security forces and the federal 
array accused each other of 
violating Yugoslavia’s latest ceas- 
efire Tuesday as a mortar bom- 
bardment shook the strategic 
town of Osijek. 

- Both sides in the bloody ethnic 
conflict stepped op a propaganda 
war as European Community 
(EC) mini ster s met in the Hague 
to discuss a peace plan. 

Croatian Prune Minister Fran- 
jo Greguric Tuesday demanded 
an immediate meeting of the col- 
lective federal presidency “to 
consider the continuing aggres- 
sion against Croatia by the 
Yugoslav army and Serbian ex- 
tremists.-” 

1 Hospital officials at Osijek said 
a' 13-year-old ghi and a policeman 
were killed when mortar fire 
rained cm the centre of the town 
hear Croatia’s eastern border 
with its archrival Serbia. 

; Another policeman was killed 
and two were wounded in a dash 
near Osijek which is at the centre 
of a region where Serbian guerril- 
las opposed to Croatian inde- 
pendence have seized control of 


territory. 

Fighting has continued, 
although on a reduced scale, 
since the six Yugoslav republics 
agreed to an EC-sponsored ceas- 
efire and peace process early 
Monday. 

Almost 400 people have died 
since Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia declared their independ- 
ence from the Balkan federation 
on June 25. 

According to the ceasefire 
terms, Croatian forces and units 
of the Serbian-led federal army 
are supposed to have disengaged 
and guerrilla units laid down their 
weapons. 

Diplomats said both sides 
seemed anxious to blame each 
other in the eyes of EC ministers 
for the violations. 

Croatian Radio said the army 
took part in the mortar attack on 
Osijek which began at five a.ra. 
(0300 GMT) and forced residents 
to take shelter in basements. 
Fighting lasted for almost six 
hours. 

The charge was denied by local 
army commanders, wbo said a 


military training camp in the town 
was attacked by Croatian forces 
firing mortars and automatic 
weapons. 

The federal army, accused by 
Croatia of helping foe guerrillas, 
reported that it was also attacked 
during foe night at Petrinja and 
Glina south of Zagreb, and at 
Gospic near foe Adriatic coast. 

The incidents followed fighting 
at Petrinja Monday when foe 
army and Croatian forces blamed 
each other for starting dashes in 
winch two people died. 

A letter to army commanders 
by Croatian Defence Minister 
Luka Bebic called on tire military 
to stop their “genoddal activi- 
ties,” in Petrinja. 

Croatian officials said a total of 
five civilians and two policemen 
had been killed since the latest 
ceasefire agreement and 38 peo- 
ple wounded. They accused the 
army of 11 unprovoked attacks. 

Although Yugoslavia’s political 
leaders have agreed to foe cease- 
fire, no practical mechanisms for 
enforcing it have been put in 
place. 


Two hundred civilian monitors 
from foe EC and otfier countries 
will not he deployed unless their 
safety is guaranteed. 

But most of the fighting is 
carried out by guerrillas who be- 
long to private armies which are 
not under political control. 

Western diplomats said foe 
federal army had little incentive 
to provoke more fighting after 
being blamed along with Serbia 
by foe EC for prolonging foe 
conflict in recent weeks. 

Efforts by Croatia to interna- 
tionalise foe dispute have suc- 
ceeded hi isolating the govern- 
ment of Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. 

Germany, which has 
threatened to recognise Croatia 
and Slovenia if the violence does 
not stop, summoned foe Yugos- 
lav ambassador in Bonn Monday 
to complain about continuing 
violations. 

Diplomats in Belgrade said 
however that responsibility was 
less clear cut. “Wbat we are 
seeing is a struggle for foe hearts 
and minds of the EC,” one said. 


Soviet Communists defend 
party, warn of destruction 


Baku rejects Karabakh 
independence declaration 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Com- 
munists said Tuesday the party- 
Was being illegally | persecuted and 
warned that proposals before par- 
liament would destroy the Soviet 
state. 

I Roy Medvedev, an historian 
. persecuted by foe party under 

• past Soviet leaders, told the coun- 

■ try’s supreme legislature the au- 

■ foorities were imitating past rep- 
: rtssions with foe suspension last 
; week of the party’s activities and 

• confiscation of its possessions. 

'“As foe totalitarian regime in 
ohr country was criminal and 
illegal ... equally illegal is the 
present effective removal of foe 
. Comtpnmst Party and suspension 
of its activities and arbitrary de- 
privation of its material re- 
'Sources,” he said. 

A Byelorussian deputy, Alex- 
ander Zhuravlyov, declared he 
would not abandon Communist 
ideals and foe parliament should 
' not approve proposals to aban- 
do®i foe p r es en t gdVoriuiient Struc- 
ture. 

“I am a Communist, a con- 


vinced Communist, because I be- 
lieve that the Communist idea is a 
state form of Christianity,” he 
told foe legislature, die Congress 
of People’s Deputies. 

Proposals by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and the lead- 
ers of 10 republics bio create a gwJT 
legislature of Republican repre- 
sentatives for a transitional, 
period would be foe death knell 
of the Soviet state, be said. 

“It will not be a country, it will 
not be a state,” Zhuravlyov said. 

“You will cease to be deputies 
a few days after the (proposed) 
union treaty (between republics) 
is signed, because one cannot be 
a deputy of a non-existent state,” 
he said. About a quarter of foe 
deputies in the hall applauded. 

Soviet television showed for- 
mer top officials in the party and 
government, including ex-Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, for- 
mer Byelorussian Communist 
leader Nikolai Slyunkov and for- 
m& Azefbaijan Communist lead- 
er Abdnl Rakhman Vearov’ listen- 
ing intently. 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan 
Tuesday rejected as unconstitu- 
tional the decision of a mainly 
Armenian enclave to declare its 
independence from foe Caspian 
Sea Soviet republic. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, scene of 
bloody ethnic dashes over foe 
past force years, declared itself 
independent Monday, taking 
with it the neighbouring Shau- 
rayan district to the north into a 
“Nagorno-Karabakh Armenian 
Republic.” 

Azeri representative Mitat 
Abasov told a television session 
of foe Congress of People’s De- 
puties, foe Soviet Union’s sup- 
reme legislature, that regions 
breaking away from republics 
were unconstitutionally des- 
troying existing agrements. 

“Yesterday’s self-styled dec- 
laration of independence in the 
republic of Azerbaijan ... is pre- 
cisely such an act and its sole aim 
is to torpedo the dialogue 
between the Azeri and Armenian 
communities.” he said. “We cate- 


gorically reject it.” 

He said foe Azeri parliament 
had also passed a decision conde- 
mning Mooday’s declaration as 
unconstitutional. 

The declaration by Nagorno- 
Karabakh, where 800 people 
have been killed in foe past three 
years, made clear the region 
wanted no part in Azerbaijan’s 
own decision last week to proc- 
laim independence from foe 
Soviet Union. 

Nagorno-Karabakh declared it- 
self part of the neighbouring Re- 
public of Armenia in 1988. but 
neither Soviet authorities nor 
Azerbaijan recognised foe dec- 
laration. 

The Armenian News Agency 
Snark quoted a spokesman for 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s Executive 
CmmcB as saying; “We lost hope 
of getting support for our cause 
from Armenia or Azerbaijan and 
in a situation where other repub- 
lics are declaring their independ- 
ence we decided to delay no 
longer.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


. Bessmertnykh ‘warned’ coup leaders 

MOSCOW (R) — Former Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh, sacked for not resisting last month’s abortive 
, ' coup, said Monday he warned its leaders that their action would 
. provoke international outrage and sanctions. He also reiterated in 
an interview on Russian television his assertion that Soviet- 
President Mikhail Gorbachev forced him oat without letting him 
explain his apparent inaction during foe three days before the 
coup collapsed. Asked whether he spoke to foe coup leaders, Mr. 
Bessmertnykh said: “I told them, ‘if there is a state of emergency 
I can absolutely guarantee as foreign minister there mil be a 
blockade, sanctions, you won’t get one grain of cereals and credit 
fines... will be shut off.”’ This would have a disastrous effect oo 
the country, be said he told them. “Especially if something 
happens in foe Baltic republics. God forbid blood should flow 
there again, because then the world would explode,” be said. But 
he said foe coup leaders responded that foe West was not really 
helping to save the Soviet Union from economic collapse. “They 
<fid not see it (his warnings) as a threat,” said Mr. Bessmertnykh, 
■who was replaced as foreign minister by Boris Pan km. 

Indian, Pakistani commanders meet 

JAMMU, India (AP) — Indian and Pakistani army commanders 
were to meet Tuesday to discuss a series of border clashes that left 
six soldiers dead. Military officials said foe clashes ended Monday 
and India and Pakistan each claim that three of their soldiers were 
killed in the incidents. India reported three civ ilians also were 
killed. Shootings along the unmarked ceasefire line are routine, 
[but the fighting was described as unusually heavy. The dashes 
be gan in the Poonch district, an area about 100 kilometres east of 
Pakistan’s capital, Islamabad, and 120 kilometres northwest of 
■Jammu, the winter capital of India's Jam mu - Kashmir state. 
Jammu is 500 kilometres north of New Delhi. India and Pakistan 
gjaye conflicting reasons for the latest flare-up. Indian officials 
'■said Pakistani troops gave covering fire to Kashmiri miftann 
infiltrating foe border on Aug. 25, and said two of its soldiers, 
were killed in that incident. 

Scores hurt in Kashmir riots 

JAMMU, India (R) — Scores of people were wounded when 
youths rampaged through this Hindu enclave in India’s Muslim-, 
majority K a shmir state Tuesday, blaming separatists for a bomb 
Mast at a temple in which 35 people were injured. Official sources 
; said the army had been put cm standby after hundreds of Hindu 


burn Muslim shops, then defied a curfew Tuesday to hurt stones 
at seccrity forces. The sources said about 30 people bad been 
.injured in Monday night’s attacks and 100 more, including 
policemen, had been injured since foe crowds gathered again 
Tuesday, No one has claimed responsibility for the bomb which 
went off at the city’s Ragbunafa Temple as thousands were 
.gathered there on a public holiday Monday marking the birth of 
Lord Krishna, die most celebrated deity in the Hindu pantheon. 

■ Heatwave brings trouble on U.K. streets 

■LONDON (R) — Riot squads dashed with youths in three British 
cities as a heatwave brought trouble to the streets overnight and 

* disturbances flared in a high-security prison, police said Tuesday. 
A pow er failure led to looting and attacks on police- in 
'Birmingham, England's second dty. Police in the University Gty 

• of Oxford charged through a barrage of beer bottles to disperse 
. pO youths after two people who asked them to stop causing 
‘trouble were beaten op. Oxford police are. trying to smash 

-r tt* ai ag e gangs who have been stealing cars and racing them 
-around the streets on hot summer evenings. Weather men a 


heatwave would persist for several days. In Cardiff. Wales, riot 
police made 11 arrests after a fourth night of disturbances 
involving about 300 people. Police were tying to keep youths 
from besieging an Asian-owned shop. Police surrounded higb- 
sccurity Sbotts Prison in Scotland after 53 inmates barricaded 
themselves into part of the jail. There were no reports of injuries 
at the prison. In another violent episode, a street preacher went 
berserk in a London suburban shopping centre and stabbed three 
women police officers. Two of the women had emergency 
operations fur their wounds. 

I me Ida to return without Marcos’ body 

MANILA, Pfrifippmes (AP) — Imelda Marcos said Tuesay she 
will return borne to face trial on graft charges if the Philippines 
government agrees drat her husband can eventually be reburied in 
his homeland. The former fust lady said she has been hesitant to 
return to Manila to face charges out of fear that foe body of 
former President Ferdinand Marcos, which has been placed in a 
temporary crypt in Hawaii, will not be allowed home. ‘T am 
willing to go to Manila now to face trial, even without the body of 
President Marcos, if that is the first step to bring home the 
remains of my husband to the embrace of his motherland,” Mrs. 
Marcos said. She spoke in an interview from New York Broadcast 
here by a local radio station. But the former first lady of the 
Philippines said she would not return without a “dear policy 
decision" from Manila on what to do with the remains. There was 
no imm e diat e reply from foe government on Mrs. Marcos’ 
statement On Tuesday, the Philippines government filed new. 
fraud charms against Mrs. Marcos, claiming that she ille gally 
withdrew $25 million from the New York branch of the 
state-owned Ptrifippme National Bank. 

Kaifuwlns key ally 

TOKYO (R) — Shin Kanemaru, one of Japan’s most powerful 
political figures, says 2 m wfli back Premier TorfiiK Kaffir for 
another term of office, setting foe stage for a showdown wi thin 
the ruling party, news reports said Tuesday. Mr. Kanemaru told a 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) meeting Monday that Mr. 
Kaffir’s popularity with voters should be a factor in determining 
whether he serves another two-year term, accord in g to news pa per 
pd agency reports. “The Kaffir cabinet has come under criticism 
in political circles... but if we don’t listen to public opinion, we 
won’t be able to engage in politics,” Mr. Kanemaru told the 
meeting in S hiz u o k a , near Tokyo. Mr. Kanemaru is chairman of 
the largest of five factions that make up the LDP. Faction chiefs 
usually bold backroom negotiations to pick a new LDP president 
who, because of the party’s dominant position in parliament, 
automatically takes over as prem ier. 

Cuba moves to build first reactor 

HAVANA (R) — Engineers building Communist Cuba’s first 
nuclear power reader hope to complete and seal the reactor’s 
steel and concrete containment dome in November, foe Cuban 
News Agency Prensa Latina said. The report, quoting local 
expats, indicated Cuba intended to push ahead with its ambitious 
nmlti-nriliion-dollar nuclear energy project, winch U.S. politi- 
cians have criticised as a safety hazard. Prensa Tj*™ gave no 
indication whether the political and economic turmoil in the 
Soviet Union, which has already hit Soviet ofl, food and raw 
material supplies to Cuba, might also threaten the successful 
completion of the Soviet-designed and equipped reactor. The 
plant, being built near die port of Genfuegos on Cuba’s southern 
coast, 240 kilometres southeast of Havana, is projected to 
drastically reduce foe island’s total dependence on Soviet oil' 
imports for its energy needs; 




A Croatian sohfier gives a victory sign from an — Z«^, , which Serbian forces have been attacking 
armour ed car in Komarevo^ about 40 mfles south of for several weeks, 

Britain, China sign airport accord 


PEKING (AP) — British Prime 
Minister John Major strongly 
urged China Tuesday to improve 
its human rights record and press- 
ed Premier Li Peng for informa- 
tion about several jailed dissi- 
dents. 

Mr. Major made a “strong and 
detailed” appeal on human rights 
during his talks with Mir. Li, said 
a British official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity in keep- 
ing with official practice. 

The two leaders also signed an 
agr ee ment Tuesday to build a 
new airport in Hong Kong , 
ending a long cBsptrte that de- 
monstrated China’s dout in the 
colony even before Britain re- 
turns it in 1997. 

Later Tuesday, Mr. Major met 
with President Yang Sbangkuu, 
who called the British leader’s 
visit of “great significance.” 

Mr. Major gave Mr. Li a letter 
from foe international human 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 
tional that expressed concern 
over foe treatment of several 
jailed dissidents, including two 
wbo are on hunger strikes. - 

International human rights 
groups have criticised Mr. Ma- 
jor's trip, saying it bolsters the 
image of China’s authoritarian 
g over nm ent. But Mr. Major has 
defended- it, saying contacts with 
China rather than isolation is 
needed. 

Mr. Li rejected the British 
leader’s human rights c on cern s . 


Instead, he delivered a rebuke to 
Britain and other foreign coun- 
tries that encroached on Chinese 
territory in 29th and early 20tb 
centuries. 

Mr. Li said a Chinese historian 
had asked him in a letter “not to 
forget the history of China being 
bullied and humiliated in the 
past more than 100 years. In tins 
more than '100-year period, fore- 
ign powers totally disregarded the 
human rights of foe Chinese 
people.” 

Mr. Li’s comments were re- 
layed by Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Wu Jiamin at a news confer- 
ence. 

“Li Peng pointed out with 
emphasis that... it’s very natural 
for Qwna and Britain to have 
d iffer e nces due to their d i fferent 
social systems,” Mr. Wu said. 
“However, the two sides can ex- 
change opinions on this, so as to 
enhance mutual understanding.” 

He reiterated China's insist- 
ence that leading dissident Chen 
Ziming and Wang Juntao, who 
began banger strikes last month 
to protest poor conditions in pris- 
on, have received humanitarian 
treatment 

The two men are serving 13- 
year terms for talcing part in the 
1989 democracy movement, 
winch was crushed by the Chinese 
army. The govermhent has said 
they are now eating some food, 
but was not allowed relatives to 
see them. 


Mr. Major is the first Western 
' leader to visit China since the 
1989 army crackdown drew inter- 
national condemnation. Japanese 
Prime Minister ToshOti Kaffir's 
visit last month was tire first by a 
leader of the industrialised demo- 
cracies, but Japan has placed less 
emphasis on human rights in its 
foreign policy than Britain and 
other Western nations. 

China has resisted Western 
p ress ure to relax its tight politic- 
al controls and release jailed 
democracy activists. 

After their 2&-bour talk, Mr. 
Major and Mr. Li signed the 
memorandum of undmstanefing 
on the Hong Kong airport. They 
toasted each other with cham- 
pagne after signing the document 
in the Great Han of the People. 

“We have every reason to be 
folly confident of the prosperity 
and stability of Hong Kong,” the 
state-nm Xinhua News Agency 
quoted Mr. Li as saying. 

Xinua said he also told Mr. 
Major, “so long as we respect 
each other and seek common 
grounds while setting aside differ- 
ences, Smo-Britisb relations will 
have a broad prospect for de- 
velopment.” 

The airport agreement gives 
.China foe right to be consulted 
exte n s i vely on each stage of con- 
struction of the S16.2 Union 
airport and port project, and on 
any other major undertaking by 
tiie British colonial government. 


Ukraine appoints 1st defence minister 


KIEV, Soviet Union (R) — The 
Soviet Union' * second most 
powerful republic, he Ukraine, 
appointed its first defence minis-- 
ter Tuesday, following up last 
month’s declaration of independ- 
ence from Moscow. j 

The Ukrainian parliament 
approved the appointment of Ma- 
jor-General Konstantin Moro- 
zov, an ethnic Russian, by 323 
votes to three. 

The 49-year-old framer fighter 
pilot told tiie dumber his Ukrai- 
nian was rather rusty. He was 
allowed to answer deputies’ ques- 
tions in Russian. 


The parliament declared inde- 
pendence, subject to referendum, 
on Aug. 24, three days after die 
collapse of a right-wing coup 
agamss Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

The republic Of 50 million peo- 
ple has already started to form its 
own National Guard and de- 
clared the Ukraine a nuclear-free 
zone. 

Gen. Morozov was bead of the 
Soviet Air Force in tiie Ukraine, 
and thus directly subordinate to 
the new Soviet Defence Minister 
Yevgeny Shaposhmkov, who was 
promoted from air force chief 
after foe coup. 


Ukrainian leader Leonid Krav- 
chuk told parliament he had 
spoken to Gen. Shaposhmkov by 
telephone earlier Tuesday and 
told him the armed forces would 
have to be reorganised on Ukrai- 
nian soil immediately. 

Answering deputies* questions, 
Gen. Morozov, stressed foe need 
to provide better food and hous- 
ing for tiie military. 

“I think that to rod the tension 
and to buQd up trust in the armed 
forces, foe Ukrainian minister of 
defence could be a civilian,” he 
said. “If you insist on the point, I 
wifi leave foe ranks of foe armed 
forces." 


Bonn asks Soviets to extradite Honecker 


MOSCOW (R) — Germany 
Tuesday renewed a demand for 
the Soviet Union to ext ra d ite 
former hardline East German 
Communist leader Erich Honeck- 
er in Moscow. 

But foe diplomatic request 
made tittle immediate headway, a 
German embassy spokesman 
said. 

Ambassador Klaus Blech re- 
minded Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vladimir Petrovsky of 
the oatstanding extradition re- 
* quest. 

“Petrovsky’s response was un- 
fortunately not very forthcom- 


ing,” embassy spokesman Enno 
Barker said. “He limited himself 
to saying that they would study 
foe matter.” 

Mr. Honecker, 79,built foe 
Beilin Wall at the height of the 
East-West cold war in 1961, 
creating the most potent symbol 
of a divided Europe. 

He fell from power in foe 
popular revolutions that swept 
Eastern Europe in 1989 and the 
wall tumbled with him. 

Within months be was a broken 
man, accusing Moscow of having 
orchestrated his fell and facing 
charges of corruption and the 


-murder of nearly 200 people who 
died trying to escape from the 
former East Germany. 

In March 2991 Mr. Honecker 
was secretly taken to Moscow for 
medical treatment just as Ger- 
man authorities were renewing 
efforts to arrest him for ordering 
guards to “shoot-to-kflT* at the 
wall. 

Bona accused Moscow of 
violating International law. 

He has been living under guard 
at a Soviet mflhaiy hospital with a 
pennon of 510 marks ($345) a 
month. 


Philippine defence chief appeals 
for approval of U.S. base extension 


MANILA (AP) — .The acting 
defence seortaiy warned Tqes-' 
day that foe military cannot win 
the war against Communist rebels 
or defend territorial claims if tiie 
PhOippiae Senate refuses to let 
foe U.S. Navy stay at Subic Bay. 

But a retired colonel who is 
now a prominent left-wing con- 
gressman said tiie presence of 
U.S. forces has reduced the capa- 
bilities of the Philippine mflitary- 
and co n tributed to a system that 
encouraged the Marxist in- 
surgency. 

Tbe statements were delivered 
during foe second day of Senate 
Foreign Affairs Committee hear- 
ings on an agreement under 
which the United States win 
abandon dark Air Base next 
year but keep Subic for 10 more 


years for $203 million in annual 
aid. 

Twofohds of the 23-member 
Senate must ratify tbe extension 
before the current agreement ex- 
pires on Sept. 16. Supporters say 
they lack votes for ratification. 

During the bearings. Acting 
Defence Secretary Renato De 
YQ1& said the Philippine military 
depends heavily on tiie United 
States for military equipment 
provided for under the Subic 
agreement 

“The adverse consequences (or 
rejection) will impact severely on 
the effectiveness and momentum 
of tiie (nriKuuy’s) internal secur- 
ity operations, paiticuhufy its 
counterinsurgency campaign,” 
Geo. De Villa said. 

Gen. De Villa, a former milit- 


ary chief of staff, said the aimed 
forces depended on the United 
States for 63 per cent of its total 
expenses between 1987 and 1991, 
including maintenance, tr aining 
and equipment. 

He said that unless the govern- ' 
meat is prepared for a dramatic 
increase in the defence budget, - 
“these adverse consequences 
could very well affect the morale 
of our men.” 

Morale problems in the armed 
-forces were responsible in part 
for seven coup attempts which 
have shaken the government 
since President Corazon Aquino 
took office in tbe 1986 “people 
power revolution" that toppled 
foe late President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 


Jerry Lewis | 
Telethon raises. 1 $ 
$45,071,857 

LAS VEGAS (AP)— 

Jerry Lewis joined other cefcbr- 
tities and muscular dystrophy vic- 
tims in coaxing a re cart 
$45,071 ,857 oat of viewers during 
ius 26tb annual Labour DayTeJe- 
tbon. Pledges during the 21M- 
hour show, which ended Moodily 
afternoon, surpassed last year’s 
record of 544472,186 for Ac 
Muscular Dystrophy Associated.. 
The telethon drew some pfrfajf* 
in Las Vegas, Los Angeles and 
Denver, but Lewis won accolades 
from those appearing -on fe 
annual show. The studio audi- 
ence at the host Sahara Hqtel 
tossed confetti .into the air Ad 
cheered as foe tote board wok 
over last year’s record. Lewis 
cheered again and foot a fist into 
the air when a second tote, 
rmtes later, pushed the total over 
$45 mflKon. Lewis sang his staple 
song. You’ll Never Walk Alone, 
and wiped tears from fas eyes as 
be walked from tbe stage. Ear- 
lier, actor Jameson Parker fought 
back tears as his daughter, £» 
year-old Katherine, who soffqm 
from a sometimes fatal fonnqjL 
muscular dystrophy, told Lewis: 
"Thank you for letting rue' 
smile.” Parker, star of foe 
CBS television series, Simon art 
Simon, said be was grieving in 1& 
kitchen one night shortly after]*: 
learned of his daughter’s ilfoesfc 
when Lewis called to offer sym- 
pathy and support. “He’s ghreh 
hope to millions of people who 
had no hope,” Parker said. _ 

Firefighters save ^ 
child In car window 

OLATHE, Kansas (AP) — Two- 
firefighters who just happened to 
be nearby were able to save* a 
2-year-old girl who was .being 
choked by a parked car’s power, 
window. Joanna Granzow was 
unconscious by the time the tip* 
fighters readied her, but tflby 
managed to revive her. Cape: 
Ken Keiter and firefighter David 
Dock of the Olathe Fzre Depart- 
ment were soliciting contribu- 
tions fra tiie Muscular Dystrophy 
Association Saturday. “Weheatfl 
this couple scream, isey, 
little girl’s got her head smck.m 
the car window,*” Capt Keiter 
recalled Sunday. “We ran over to 
tire parking lot from tiie mteraeo i | 
tkm, and it was scary — tins tittle, 
girl ^ras aO purple.” Joarmaj 
apparently touched the window, 
control switch with her leg when 
she put her head out the window 
of her parents’ car. The glam 
came up and choked ter. Her 
father, Lyle Granzow, was in foe 
front seat but did not bear ten 
“My eyes were dosed, and the 
next thing I knew she just kind of 
looked like she was dead with ter 
eyes looking up in tbe air arutalL 
glassy,” said Mr. Granzow. Tfie 
firefighters lowered the window*, 
and got Joanna out of the car™ 
“Once we got her bead out of the, 
window, she was real purple 
unconscious, no breath and im- 
pulse," Capt. Keiter said. Capt, 
Keiter said be and Mr. Dock 
began performing cauBopobnon- c 
ary res us cit a tion- “It seemed like 
it was going on forever, and ste 
wasn’t responding to it at afl& 
Capt Keiter said. “So we jagf 
kept going... “Then she started 
coughing and gasping, and tfie 
colour started coming back into 
her face.” Joanna was taken- ui 
Shawnee Mission Medical Centj$ 
and released later Saturday. 

Cockroach recipe 
‘certain to please’ 

PEKING (R) — Take one oodf- 
roach, m a rinat e in wine for a day, 
fry ft in beef fat and smother with 
chocolate — it tastes detickrtC 
according to China’s Yangcherig 
Daily newspaper. Cockroach 
cuisine, as developed by a Ger- 
man biologist, was miore nutrf? 
tious than beef and could be 
ada p ted to include fried cockp 
roach, cocfattach-studded pud*, 
cakes or a simple cockroach por- 
ridge, the newspaper’s edition 
said. “With, foe right cooking 
method, it wiQ be a welcome nesy 
dish on the family table,” die' 
newspaper said. . 
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S. Korean police 
hunt high-teeb ‘ 
pimps 


SEOUL (R) — Police are seel 
arrest warrants fra a ring of Sc 
Korean women pimps who c 
fax machines to t arg et Japaz 
male easterners! The womens 
fax machines to gafoerrafar 
fom on Japanese tourists stag 
inSeoul hotels bcfofeconrac 
foe potential customers sod oi 
mg to send over girts for s» 
police official said Mood 
“Japanese are known to te, 
spenders here,” he said. - - - 


elf, K*'-” 




